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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE FOURTH 



.CoBYeBtion of. Delegates< 




May third ^797<^ 



EPRESENTATIVES from feveral of 
the Abolition Societies eftabliihed in various 
parts 01 the United StateSj having affembled in 
the Senate Chamber at Fhiiadelphiaj on the 
third of May, 1797; it appeared, by creden- 
tials produced 5 that the following perfons 
¥s7 ere appointed Delegates to this Convention: 

Willett Seaman, ^ 
Thomas Eddy,, ■ | 

Samuel L, Mitcbiil^ \From Ncu/^-YorL 
William Dunlap, 
Elihu Hubbard Smiths 



Jofepli Bloomfieldj 
Richard Hartshorne^ 
Jcfeph Sioaiig 
William Cox, junioFj 
William Carpenter^ 

Benjamin RuOi, 

- William Rawle^ 
Samuel Pqwel GrifEtts. 
Cafpar Wiilar, 
Samuel Goates, 
Robert Patterlbn^ 
Jatnes Todd, 

Seth Hill Eyitts^ •= - 

Francis Johonnett,, 
JeflTe T3rfon5 
Gerrard Hopldiis^ 

- Jofepli Anthony 
George Drinkerj 



>From New-Jpfe^^^ 



From Pennjyivanmi 



C7I t-'3 



From Choptanh 
From Baltimore^ 

From R.tchniQncL 
Frdm Alexandrian 



Gf whom fhe following attended and took 
their feats; 

William Buolap^ James Todd, 

Seth Hill Evitts^ 
Jeife Tyfon^ 
Francis Johonnettj 

Gerrard ' To Hopkiosg,, 
Jofepli 



Jofeph Bioomfield 
Richard Harts 
Jofepb Sloan^ 



Benjamin EiUli^ 
Samuel Grifiitts^. 
William C0X5 juniaFj 
'Samuel Coates^ 




i:'-eore€ .Unakei 



^atterfoQo 



Jpfeph BlposBfieW was eieQ-ed Prefident 




Tliomas P. Cope' was appointed Secr.etaiy.j 
^nd Jacob Meyer, Door-keeper. 

€o.miiiuiiicarlons from" New- York^ Pena« 
fylvania, Ghoptaiik, Maryland and Alexan-. 
dria Aboiitioa Societies were preiented and 

Adjc ^aed till ten o'clock Ao Mo to-mor*' 

May fourth^ ^797? 
Prefent; 

Jofepb Bloomfieidj Prefideot^ 

William Dunlap^ Seth Hill .^Evitts^ 
Eiihu Ho Smith, ' Francis JoWonetl"^, ; - 

Richard Hartshorne^ Jeffe Tyfori^ 

Jofeph SioaEg Gerrard T, IvIopkiES^ 
William Cox, junior^ George Drinkerc^ 

Samuel Pc Griffitts J Jofeph An thony-j 

Samuel Coates^ James Todd/ 

Cafpar Wiftar^ .. ' Robert PatterfoOo^:-^;"' ' 

Communicatipns from the Mew» Jerfey and 
Virginia foc|||ies were produced, and read^ 

It waSj, omi>otioOg- " . 

"Refolvedg '^That Elihu ft Smkhn Richard 
JIartshornej E^obert Fatteifon^. Seth Hill 
Evitts^ Francis johoonettj George Drinker 
and Jofeph Anthony be a committee to take 
into confideration the reports from the differ- 
ent Abolition Societies, and to report to the 
Convention the meaiures neceffary to be takea 

-- ■ ■ e 

III 



in confequencis^of thofe commomcatiouSj 
well as Jji©- bbjeds proper for the attention 
of the ^Cpnveiition, ' ' 

Samuel Fi Griffitts ftated, that the mem« 
hers appointed by the lafi Convention to no«^ 
tify the Abolition Societies of the meeting 
of this Convention 5 to have the proceeding$ 
of the former Conventions tranfcribed^ aiidi^ 
with the papers^ depofited in the care of the 
Prefident of the Pennfylvania .Society, had 
fully performed the fervice affigned themo 

Adjourned till three o'clock P» Mo to-mor- 
TOW* .. ' ' >■ - ;' 




, Jofeph Bloomfieldj Prefadeotg 

Elihu Ho Smithj. . Francis jolionnett^ 
Richard Hartshornej Samuel CoateSj 



^oan^ ... ' James Todd^ , 

¥/illiam Cox^ juoioFg Seth Ho EyittSg 

Benjamin Rufh, JeiTe -Tyfon^ 

Samuel Po GfiffittSj Robert Patterfon^ 

• Gafpar WiFcar^ Gerrard' To HopIdoSj, 

William Duolap, George Drinker^ ■ ■ 

^^amoei Lo Mitchillg- Jofeph Antlionjo 

The committee appointed at the laft meat« 
-log to take into' corifideration the reports from 
the different Abolition SocietieSj and to.report 
to the Convention the meafures neceifarv to 



be 



be taken in; confequence of thofe commmii- 
cationsg as well as the objects proper for tlie 
attention of the Gbnventiosij made the fol- 
lowing report^ which was read and coniidere<S 
6y paragraphs* ■• 

The committee to whom were referred the 
feveral commuBications made tp the G&venr 
tionj and- who were dire<fied to cohfider what 
ofcje£ts are proper for the attention of tht 
Convention, and the mod fuitable means for 
their attainments^ reportj 

lo That they have carefully attended to the 
eommnnicationSs from the feveral Societies^ 
made to the Convention for the paft and pre- 
/fent years^ ^aod compared them with the re- 
commendations and requiiitions of the Con- 
veation-.of 17960 By the annexed table^ the 
Convention will perceive . what , thefe reqiiifi-'^ 
tioils and. recommendations v/ereg^and how far 
each foeiety has complied therewitho' 

IL The committee recommend it to the 

Gonventioo^ to addrefs a letter .or memorial- 
to tlie Secretary of State of tlie United States^: 
recapitulating the evidence which the records 
of the DiftricI: Gooit of the United States, 
for the Pennfylvania Diiiri£t aifordj of at-» 
tempts made hy dtizens of the United States^ 
to evade tlieja-w pfohibitiog our citizens from 
fupplying foreign coiihtries vvith ilaves^- by 
ciandeflinely iifing the Daniih flag and regif- 
^terSj and praying fuch aid and interference of 
the government of the United StateSj Vv^ith the 
eoittt of Denmark, or with other goverrxments 



iinder whofe amlioitty'''ffeiivprafiices now ofe 
tairij as may conlifl: with propriety^ for the' 
prevention of the life of their flag or regifters^ 
by the citizens of the United States, tinder 
-any pretence whatever^ for the purpdfe of 
purfiiing the trade in mee. 

• IIL Jit -appearing from .'the report of the 
SlexanSria Society^, thatthe law of the United 
States, entitled, An siB: to ptoliibit the car«^ 
rying on the flave- trade from the Umiec^ 
States to any foreign place or cou'ntry/* 
is defective, in that it does not prevent the 
ihipment of flaves (for fale in the Weft Indies 
and elfewhere) on board veffels, not fpecially 
fitted out for that purpofe~the a£t being 
thereby evaded-j 

The committe'd fecbnimend it to the Con« 
■ventioB, to prefent a memorial or petition to 
Gongrefs^ praying fuch an amendment of the' 
ad: above referred to, as may oblige tlie maf- 
ter or owner ©f any veiTel or veffels before 
clearing ont^ to declare on oath or affirmation'^ 
tliat no Haves are received or takeo on .board 
faid veffel or velTels, for fale in any foreign 
port; and as may further oblige him to enter 
into a recognizance or bond,, wiih a fufficient- 
penalty to be put in fuit, and the penalty re- 
coveredo in cafe a fale of any Have Jo put on: 
board fhould take place^' , ' . 

IV. It appears from the papers from NortK 
Carolina^ that, by a law of -that iiate, paffed 
in 17775 certain negroes and others, wha 
hm mm previoufly emancipated by their prc^ 




md' agam' reduced - to ;fla¥€i7;,| ■an4th ->>. ml 
;'%iy'.wliere-- t1ie,, perfons fa, ema0ci|5ated'. had 
^oritinaeci "ia^/. the - late,; bet alfo;,,where th§ 
emaiiGipatipii" had been^effeaei^n otHer itatea 
mIv- the:_ .fi^ci-Kian ^: had retiira^d fmto 
^GaFoiioa^"; to; tefide 
■ iitcQ. ,:^iolation \pf: the 

ir^to=th^' Gtoeatio^ the ;G^p^n- p; 

emmeatcjounfei ixi this; eity^ ^ wheth^' 

flavery'on retummgjo North Carolin could 
BQt " he ■ ■nsaincamed againft;. the - p.tirclitfe,-^^ 

holder of &ch pei|pa, io. the Coiirts of .the 
;CJmted5tat€si-^or':irt|€th€^^ aej^ and ^^^hat legal, 
remedy' may be hja4&)r perfohs- "under thefe 
■circiiiBftaaces^ , .iai ^- where'' -they . were 



the. 



llavesV "without ha^^doj 



-the itate 



The Cvommittee are further, of opiiii.oii;5 
that modi ad^antagewouldrefolt from aories- 
log. {hoipMid 'comptdLittAyh ahitrads- of the ■ 
laws uow" in forcein; the 'feteral 'ftates, rela™ 
twe' td'Africam and-.0the|\peQp of colpr^ 
(fo far' as- may be pradicable g.t this tiuie^ to 
the printed minutes". of this GQii^entioo.5 sO^: 
the iiiforoiatiou of the^feYeral/ScHcieties^^^ 
rscommeiicl it accordlogi j.. ' ; _ ; . 

YL The: betiefitsv which ; feem to- .nave" re- 
'fulted fro,m the .addrefs .made to the free' black. 



1794 ^'^"^ '^'^^^ judgment of. the .coirtirntwg,^ 
iniicate-,. the propriety of .a fimilar-addrefe'ttie 
pT'efeut year^ reiteratmg liieiiioil import-ant- : 
ambles -of .adv-rce coatainecf^miliefomierj^^'an 
acquaiiltrng tliein ' \yith tke^, gliierd ,.good- 
€6e6:s wHich it has '|)roducedi ; , • ' • ' . 

. .>.,VII/Tfi-e great bbje£^ of tbe feveral Com 
%^^,3ions ia'colieiiitjg tlie ¥ariGiis iofor^natioa"- 
ivhich thej liave-lblidted from the. Societies^' 
being to obtain materials For the cdmpdfition^ 
at ibme ftitiire time of a |;eneral hiftory of 

'.Jary;" to" uie ':'nieans fbr^procuriBg. , riie'p 
dociiraents from thoi^f^ftates^^ w Abo=« 
litimi Sodetles' no^y^nift ; -. it' is the qpiaiori of 
the .•committee^ jliat :Sie' -Gdnfientidn fliooldj; ' 

fherefofe, prQeure tlie affifi;aoce of foitable 
'oerfonsin thole 'liates wherain no Societies for' 
promoting the abolitioil of flavery arf infci.-- 
i-otedj" hj -whofe 111 eansaiithenti'G; copies of' all 
:laws pafied thereto^lince the iettlesxent of the^ 
coirntry' may 'be obtainj_d»__..._^ ^ ' _ „ 

• "vTIlo Tke cdmmiitee' recooi-oieod'it to the/ 
Convention, to fend letters to' the' Societies iri 
iiba-doii-' aiid Parisy) copiih'nnicating ■ g 
sii&rm'atio'n- concerning t|ie 'progrefs of emaii-'^; 
^ioation^iD ihe Unif'ed States'' iioce the kU 

.. L*onTentiOB| anci aceompaniee. by copies ai 
..She^prmted minutes ofethis GoriYenlion. The- 
committee alfo fueled- th.e ■propriety of -^writ- 
ing, tp_ the ..Governor"' and' Gotincil at Sierra 
,. Leoae^ requeuing fuch; mmyxl^- and legal evi-^- 
■ feaee^ as tbey can 'affords wMch- iriaj/. m any 
■ - - ^ ' y^"' .. ■ '•-■: " wife' 



: C _ .} v' • ^ ' 

wife-tead tadifcover and briag to coiidem na- 
tion thofe citizem of the United StateS'^ who^ . 
contrary to t!i€'U\¥'S of, tiiei.T country^ .purfue 

^ ' IX. Latly.— YoMf,,, cemai-itliei^, ^eemitrpro- 

"lent ta the Iweia^Societfes- wkHiit^ 
States^ requeftiog, tbem-^' .geam!!;}^,. to>:fead. 
■.Delegates: tp ■a,C]pa^eutioii to.be b^ld m.tbe 
■ city of Philadelphia. of 
Junej arid parucuiatiy iiicukating this 

meafcre oh thoife Societies who are unrepre- 
'jented 'ib the prefent-'Cohyeaticih^™^^ 
addrefs enjoiD upon the^ Spcieticis, a coo tinned 
-attention to tke Jeveral requifiiions of former- 
Gom-entions asfar a.s mayJapply to:each^ and^ 
TeferriDPv them- for information ■ to the table; 
accompanying this repoTt^ which' tlie com,- 
■Hiittee think ■.proper'' to - he ■annexed to -the. 
^priated minutes- of this Gonvent ion: that the 
, fpecial attentiOP^ of- ■fiich" Societies asi- have hi- 
'thertd'^ either- partially^ or not' at 'all- aAed ia 
this : matter,- be . called hy - th^ "addreis-;to- the 
i^ift-r udion^ of "the people 'of. color withan.tUefi' 
4imits:-^aM that it Toiicit evecy .Imd^of^ iii- 
forEnatioB 'fiom the Societiesv- mhicb may^ ah 
• atiy w.ife.: Mlufeate the hiftory 'of -flayery- m 
.the United 'States;, finally, that it reeoiiimeud 
to. Societies-, exifiinc: in the fame itatej that 
they form a. general plan^ of -iimori -or- conxe- 
..deration... lo as- on. all im-portant oecauons^. 
aO: in concerto 

. : . ' ■■- The- 



- The firfi: fedioaliavingbeeri agreed to- and ' 
the kcQXid pofcponed^ it was^ on motiooj. 

Refolded/ Tliat the tBird 'be referred to a 

- committeej coaiiiiiDg of James Todd and 
, George ..prinker^ who ai"e^ authorized to take 
the opinion of legal counfel on the fubjed\ and ' 
•if inch, coiinf^^^' ^>rnv<??-'fa¥oirabie tO- the Dorpofe 
of' the reccm'i3i€ndation therein coetained^ 
tO' piepare" ^aod report a ' iB-eiiioriai accord- 
ingly— The fourth fedion was alfo referred 
td. the fame coiniBittee. 

The fifth fedion was committed to William 
' Doolap, - Jpfephroio'^Tij'';'^^^^ 
Jeffe Tyfon, who are to coiled: and arrange 
the abilrads therein mentioned. 

Benjamin Rufli and Samuel Coates were 

appointed ^ a commi|tee- to prepare au^addrefs 
agreeabiy to.: the recoiiimendation contained 
ill the fixth fedion^- 

.The 'following refplnion- was adopted re- 
Tpeding the feventh fedion^ vizo 

Refolved, That it be recommended to the 

Fennfyivaoia Soci^ty^ to carry into eSed that 
' part of the recommendation which relates to 
* the ftates fouthward of Kew-York; and to the 
New- York Society^, to carry^ into elFed-^ fuch 
.part as regards the uates to the, northward of 
. Ne vY-'York, , - 

The eighth .^fedion was referred to Samuei. 

- IViitcbill^ \¥illiam Ccsi, junior^ aDd Cafpar 
■ wni:ar^ who are to prepare clraxts oi aOcireites 
conformably . thexeto. 



• 0 



, Saainel E» Griffitts^ Cafpar Wiftar?. Ricli- 
ard Harts; lorne Slid Jofeph Anthony were 
appointed a cooiiiiittee tg report an addrefs a3 

'proDofed iii tho nintli fe<£lioo, ' , 

11 _ - ^ ■,, ■ ' 

The fecond fed:ioo wa^ then taken iip^'aiid 
Samuel P«' Qiiffitts and Samiiel Coatee ap^ 
pointed a committee to report f herepa* 

'.Seth Hill EvktSj ' obtained "le^vepf atferice 
on account of ficl^nefs in his famil)r. 

The Gonv^ntipn adjourned till three o'jclpck 
sOn Monday afternoon. 



■1 i««u ' yiiil i Y[ ^Ttih'J-'-^^'^7=''^=P?^^^i ^i^'^^ - 

May eighth^ I797« 

. . Prefent : ^- 

'/ , ■. • ' - 

J ofeph Bloomfieldj ' Prefident. 
.^^^i^t. Samuel Coates. 



15 H.^'i^c.ivvgjp 

Williao^ Dunlap^ - Robeif PatterfoB 



ichard iiartsliorrieg- James loda^ . 
Jofeph Sioan^j Francis J ohoanett;, 

.Bejamio Riiihj . JeffeTyfon/' , 

Samuel -F. . Grifiitts. ^ Gerrard T. HoDkiPs. 



i>.aip'ar Wiitar^ . vreorge Drmkerg . 

S^jnuel L. Mitchill^ Jofeph Aiithpny<,. 

- The committee J, on the ■ third and four 
fedions of the report of the coiBmittee to 
whom were referred thefeveml cooimiioica- 
tions made to the. Convention ^ made report 
which was reade., - 

Ordered to lie on the table* / 



1 ne 



The committee on the fixtli fe^tloo^ reporfc^^ 
■'"€6 au addrefsjo the ' free Africans and other 
■free people of color la the United States,^ 

Ordered to lie Qn the ^tabk/. 

portfi4:.effays of the letters dire£l:~e4 tf, be, writ- 
teiig which' Y^ere reai ■- ■•:'V^ 

■ Ordered to lie on t% table, ^ ' ' ■ ■ - - 

The committee on the fecond fection, made 
report g which -was read. ^ ^ 

Ordered to lie oa the tabie^ ■ 

' The' conimittee on .the' Mnth f€*£lioa made 
reportj,, which was read, 

• Ordered to He the taMe^. , 

1 he committee on toe nrm leetioii reportea 
, a number of abilradls of la"ws-i-efpe£iing flave-' 
ry^' which were . ' 

Ordered to lie- Gil: .the /tabie^ ., .-• , ' ■ , 

" The rep'orti.of the- committee oa th^ third, 

aod.foHrth feffioiis^, was thea taJccB iipj and^ 
will:, the opiniGu of eouniel on the ibbie^r'^ 
'read- a fecoad timeo. . 

'Whereiipoif^'- ■ ■ ' ■■ ' 

'Refol'ired'y --That a committee. of- two be ap- 
pointed £o di aft ' and report a-letter to the Se- 
cretary ;<)f ; the treafurj- of the United States^ 
Teeitine the ixifdlToation wMeh -the GsBveii'- 
tioii haYe received . conGeroing the rrianaer of 
evading the .law of the_ United States. .prohi« 
bitine fhe fuDBlYiBp; foreiga nations with 



flayes^ -and reqiiefting liim to addrefs pMcti-^^' 
lar mftrudions to the federal colieaors: fo as 
to prevent fiicK evafioo* Elihu FL Smith- ani 
James Todd, were appoimtetf a-coiMiittee foir 
carrying tliis fefolutioa ^itito - effe^fce - . . 
. Xke addrefe to ike fee , Africans -apd otEeif 
free people M colot in' the XJnired States'^ ■.was 
called' ■Bg' and aftei' '^confiiieration re-coinmit- 



r The ^er 'ptovoiQd to m.imt'X^ , 
mittee/iBF' the London foci^tyi inftituted for ■ 
^tlie-'|j'U!f»ofe^-of --eifeSiag-tke^- aboUl^e^,o£-tte-- 
^ilavei #y e, as' reported hj XhQ committee on!' 
thexigiit#^fed:ioB5--. w^^ .and afe|r , 

amendment agreed to, and tlie Secretary ^' was 
requefted to "bave 'afair copy' of It" prepared ^ 
for tk€ figoatiire of the Preiidento' 

The letter to th-e. faciety of the frieads of 
the blacks at ' Par-is^ as reported,^by" die farae 
' committee^ -was read^^ and' after amepimeiit 
■ re-committedo,, ■ ■ . - - , : • - 

"' /The. dOiBmittee appointed^ to ^ draft and re^ 
■oort a -letter 'to ;the Secjretary of the treafiiry^ 
teported one^ which was read*. , " • 
Ordered to lie on- the table.-, , _ ; " 

■ ' The Goo%entioii then^ entered into a con- 
■fideration 'of the addreis to the Governor aot 
;Couiscil of the Sierra Leone fettlement^ which 



was afy feea to» 



. Adjourned tillten'.6'do£klo».mor£pW;Blom 



^73 yf,. 



Ma J ?unth^ .17970 
Prefeot:' - 



Jofepli Blpoaifieldg Frefideot^;' 



/v jlpam' Donlapj; 

ihu M,;. Smith," 
-Richard , HartshorQ, 
Jofeph: SloaOj 
-Samtief K 'GriffittSj ' 



ames 
Francis Jokoanettg. 
Jeffe Tyfon, ; 
Gerrard' To HopkinSs^. 
George Drinker^ • 



. ...Tjrv-Tjarvl^.... A ri-fh-Ti tin's:?:' 



The committee to whom was re-committed 

tiie addrefs to ^the free, ' Afticans and othet 
free people of color in the United States^ 

made .report^, which- was read^ corifidered hj 
paragrapliSc^- auc\ finally 'agreed to as follows 



o' r n E 



'Free Airicans' and otiier free People of coioi'' 



I H THE 



ITED • STAl 



„A..-llE, Convention , elegates'- from' the 
Abolidon Societies in the Uolted StateSj hav- 
ing, ag#n affemhied for the purpofe of pramot-: 

iiig ybiar happineis'^ conlider it their duty^^ once 
'more-to .call your atteiition to the. advice which 



•was Bi 



^ to yoli' Dj 



tion Gl 



laft year^ and whickwe fubjoin to the prefeot 
addrefs^ iri . order that yoii may at one view 
be able to profit by thefe collefled adv ice& 01 
your fincereii friends* The, oftner .we re-. 

•view 



i -,^7 > 

View that advice^ the more we are Imprefed 
with its importances, and the more anxious- 
we are to urge your iin€t and faithful c.-^iep- 
■vaiice of it Wq (hall only add thereto^ at 
prefent^ oile other requeft^ and that is^ that 
you would avoid gaming in all its varied 
forms— the ruinous and miierable confequeii^ 
■ces of this moft-^, pernicious evlL are fo notO"^ 
riousj and fo generally acknowledged ^ .that 
we cannot too forcibly endeavour to guard 
you againil ito It fubje6:s you to the controu! 
of the moll degrading yaffionsj and too ge^^ 
nerally leads to the lois oi fortunes, sreputation^ 
and of every good principke 

We can with peculiar iatisfaftion inform 
you, that fchools and places of worftiip have 
been eftablilhed, and that they are well attend^" 

ed -by 'people of your color^ in New^York^ 
New-» Jerfeyj Pennfylvania5 Marylaadj Yirgi- 
.ma and' other places; and we are happy to 
Sod 9. that'-maoy of you have eviacedg by your 
prudent and ■■inoral condud:^ that you are not 
unworthy of the freedom you enjoy» 



Go on 


in the 


fe paths of virtue:-- 


— By ■pefp' 


fevering i 




fl' you will juMfy 1 


:iie folici^- 


'tiide and ] 


labors i 


)f your friends in yc 


mr behalf^ 


and furn 


ilh an 


additional argume; 


nt for the 




tioa of 


fuch of your bretb 


iren as are 


yet in he 


Hidaee 


ill the United Stai 


tea aod hx 


.^ther par 


ts of t: 


be worlds , 




"Whereiipo0g 







' liefo!\''ed5 That thefaid addrefs be figrieJ 
hj the Prefidedtj attefted by the Secretary^, 
and that three thoufaod copies thereof toge- 
•;ther with a like niitiib'er of the former addrefs- 
.to the fame people, be printed- in the form oi 
hand blils^ to be diilribnted by the different 
-Abolitipn; Societies, in fiich way as may .ta 
them appear the. moft' propero 

The committee to whom was' re-comeiittec!' 
the letter to the fociety of the friends of the 
Macfes of Paris brought in their report^ which 
was confidered ' by paragraphs, amended and 
finally agreed tOo 

The letter to the Secretary of the trealbry 
was read a fecond time and adopted as follows J' 

The Delegates from the federal Abolition^ 

Societies ' ellabliihed irr the United' States^ io;- 
Convention' aiTembkd a£ Philadelphia^ 

Refpeflfully reprefent^- 

That- it .appears, by information received- 
by lis^ that the a€l of Gongrefs, paiTed March 
twenty-fecond^ , 17945 prohibiting , our citi- 
zens from fupplying 'foreign' .nations- with- 
flavesy is evaded in certain parts of the iinionj^ 
by the ih ipment of one, two, or a few Hayes 
for fale in a- foreign portj on board' of veffels- 
•Bot fpecially fitted 'out for carrying 00, the 
Have trade. The -Gonventioo have taken the' 
opinion of _cotinfe! -ofi the fuBjedv and at 
affured.- ihat^. fn'ch ihipments are equally S;' 
breach of law with thofe made on board of 
"teffels originally deflioed to- this traffic 1 thi& 

affiiraRGec- 
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;&tSHrahce5 derived from refpectable aufoonty^ 
^encourages m to make application to ydii^, as' 
the proper ofBcer of the government -of die- 
United States^ to e^ert the powers with which 
yon are invafted^ for- the prevention of the . 
.offences of which- we complain* , Hitherto.' 
they have been committed with impunity^ 
from a perfuafioiij on the part of the collectors 
of certaiti ports, that the prohibitions' of the ' 
iaw did .npt-.esstenii %o the cafes referred to^ 
Eut Jfj in the opinion of the Secretary of the 
Treafury, the exifting law of Gongrefs is de« 
figned to in-iude thefe cafes in its reilridions 
of the commerce in men, we feel a firm con- 
vid:ion that he will not refufe his friendly 
interference in its fupport^ on the prefent 
occafion i but will readily confent to forward . 
. itiich inftrudions to the proper officers, asihali 
prevent all future doubt in refpedi to the 
meaning of the law, and all future connivance 
at its violatioiio The difficulty of bringing to 
joiiice thofe who are concerned in evading 
the provifions of the law in queftion^ in thofe 
parts, of the union where they are mod com- 
mon, renders it neceffary that great care ilioiilfl' 
be taken to remove every poffible pretext for 
acting in oppofition to its true intent. The 
force of this remark^ we have lio donbt^ will 
be fully comprehended by the Secretary of 
the Treafury^ and; jtiftify the propriety of this - 
addrefso . 

The' 



The letter to the Secretary of State of tlie- 
tjpited States^ was read a fecond time and 
adopte<i in the following words: 

The Delegates from the feveral Abolitioa _ 
Societies eftabiiftied in the United State% in 
CiQa¥entio0'' affembled at Fhiladeiphiaj, 

■ Refpedfully reprefent^ 

That the recent condemoatioa of two vet 
fels engaged in a commerce contrary to the 
ad: of Congrefs of March tweoty-fecondg 
which prohibits, the citizens of thefe 
flates from fupplying foreign nations with 
ilaveSj has ftimifhed us with fafficient evidence 
to prove that the Danilh Sag and regifters have 
been made ufe of to cover thrfe clandeftine 
tinder takings. Under thefe circumflarices we 
fee! ourfelves impelled by the powerful mo- 
tives of humanity and d'aty to, our coontry^, 
to forward the enclofed evidence^ duly given 
to the iliilrict Court of Feiinfylvaniag and 
to requeft fuch aid and interference of the 
E-xeciitive of the . United States with the 
Court of Denmarlc and other foreign powers^ 
Bnder whofe authority fiich practices now 
obtainj or may hereafter be attempted^ as 
may be confiftent with propriety 5 to prevent 
the ufe of their flag and regifters by citizens. . 
qf the United States iioxler any pretence ¥/!iat- 
ever for the piirpofe of carryiag on. the coin^- 
Bierce in men, , 

The follov^ing anthenticated decree of th^ 
National Convention of France5 was prefent- " 
€d by one of the delegates of Pennfylvania: 

DECREE, 



. Wfiicli declares^ that the llaYgry of tk^- 
laegroes is aboliilied ^.n all the CQloiiieSs, and 
irefersi it to the committee of FiiMic Safety to 
be put into form, and to report what meamres , 
ar-e .to be taken to' carry - it iritp effect* 

■Sixteenth Pit^vios., fecond year.^^ 

• The National ConYention diclares^ that the 
llavery of the negroes is.abdliflied ia all the 
colonies; and therefore decrees ^ that aB mm,^ 
without diftin^ion of . color^ , >j^rho -reficle^ ia 
the colpmes^ are ' Freach citizens^ and ihall 
enjoy all thofe rights fequred to them by the 
Gonftitution^ 

Referred to the committee of public Tafetj 
to report^ forth with^ 00 .the meafures to be 

taken to carry this decree into effed:. 

{ True copy.) 

. 80NTHQNAX, 
RAiMONR 

Memhsrs of the Qommlffton^ delegated by ]he French gmiern-'^ 

• ... FASGALg Becretaf'V General fi 

^' Extract from the tweslfth article of the ConfularCoa-. 
^^entioDj between France and the United States ^ 

^'^ All diSerences and fuits between French citizens in the. 
llnited States and between American citizens in the doiiii- 
BiOBs of Fra-nce^ fhall be deterruioed by the refpective Cck= 
fuls and Vice Confiilsj either by a reference to arbitrator or 
by a fum«nary judgment and without coils— -and 310 offici^r 
oi the country J civil or military 5 ihall interfere therein^ or 
ipke any part whatever in the m^ittero'' 




Y/hereiipoil, On motioBj 

Reiblved^ That' tbere be fent witli' tbe cir-^ 
ctilar addrefe to each of the different Abolition;. 
Societies a -copy, thereof^ certified by the prO'^. 
per olBcer in the United "States, ~ . - \. r ^ 

Th^ addrefs to th^ ieverai Abolition Soci« 
stieSj ivas read a fecond time by paragraphs- 
^nd adopted as folio ws^ vi^^ ,^ 

To the Society for promoting the 

Abolition of ^Slavery, 

To inform you of ^o® pf pceedings : to fo« 
licit your further advice and affiilance; and to 
requeft your fpecial attention to the original 
objett of our meetings^ we now addrefs youo 

We have, as formerly^ gone through our 

bufinefs with harmony and fatisfadion ^ the 
peculiar ob]e6:s thereof will appear from our 
minutes^ herev^ith tranfmitted| and vv^-e caa 
truly addg that the important advantages evi-° 
dently arifing from fuch a collection of in- 
formation and exchange of fentirnent are too 
obvious^ not to unite us in the recoromenda- 
tioUj that a iioiilar Convention of delegates 
from the <Jifferent abolition focieties, be helcl 
in this ck|r on the firft day of June, 17980 

The,," non-compliance of fevebi focieties. 
with this propoial for fome years paft^ in- 
duces us to believe that fome obflacies may 
. exiftj. which poilibly might be removed j we 
therefore requeftj that ¥/here it is not agreed to 
fend delegates^ fuch focieties would favor the 
Cppveation., in writing/ with their determi«' 
, - na.tioii 



'Hatioti and -tlie caufes of it« This -will .bettef 
.enable the Gonyention to judge of the mofc 
proper mode of proceeding in future. 
^ A table, containing the requifitions of this 
and the former Gonventioos^ and How faf 
they have hitherto been complied with by 
each focietyy will ihev;r the propriety and 
md neceility of fulfilling thefe reqiiifitionsi 
which^ after being thus pointed out need not 
now be further infifted on» 

When we confider the extenfive influence 
of education on fociety, we think a due at- 
tention to the inllfUction of the blacks and peo- 
ple of color of every defcription cannot be 
too forcibly impreffed. This will apply riot 
5iiereiy to what is called fchool learning, but 
effen dally confiils in inculcating the found 
'principles of morality aiid religion as well a& 
habits of temperance and induftryo' From a 
continued regard to the welfare of this much 
injured and much oppreiTed peoples y^'^ have 
again addreffed them on fuch points as we 
judged would be moft beneficial; but it will 
In a great degree reil with 'you to circulate 
and enfolxe the advice recom'mended^ and 
we may add^ that, as the evils which muft 
iieceffarily refult from their being retained in 
a ftate of ignorance are inca]eulable5 fo it is^ 
'in our opinionj the greatefc and perhaps the 
only important fervice we can render,tG them 
and to our country, to diffemiriate learning 
and morality amongit them, thos raifmg iheni 
gradually,, arid fafely to that levelj to which 
they muftg- in the courfe of time^ inevitably 



( 'H J ■ 

Tlie different Conventions have from year 
to yeaij eodeavoured to procure from the A- 
bolition SocietieSs every kind of informatioo, 
\¥liicli may illuftrate the hiftory of fla^^ery 
- in the United States; we now repeat their re- 
quefty with a view to the formation of a hif- 
tory of this important fubjed:^ 

From the general accounts recei ved^ as well 
as from our' own obferrations.^ we are iodiiced 
lliongiy to recommend, that where feverai 
Abolition Societies exift in one ftate, they 
would, if poflible, form a - 'general plan of 
union or confederationj fo as^ bn all irnportant 
occafion&5 to ad in concerto J , 

You are already well inforrrifed of tSe a^ 
of Gongrefs of MarcB twenty-fecond, 1794^ 
' prohibiting the citizens of the United States 

from fiipplyiog foreign ' iiat ions with .flavea?;, 
you will alfo moll probably have heard tha?l 
this Wife ^nd humane law has been too fre- 
' qneotly violated by oiir citizens 1 in confe- 
qnence of which the Abolition Societies of 
Pennfylvanias New- York and. Providence^ 
&ave federally commenced profeeiitioos a- 
gainil divers perfons and veffels, engaged inr 
this abominable traffic I th^ firft named focie- 
ty has. been Tiiceersful in the two profecntion^ 
they undertook' in the Diftrid: Court of Fenn=^' 
fyl^ania and of the United States of America^ 
The veiiels have been cofidetnned^ and actions 
are pending againii- the mafcers and owners 
In the. Circuit Court of the United States 
la and for the Penofylvama diftri£t^of the 

middle 
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liiitMle circuit. ^ - there is: goodlWl#-to^b* 
that the other focktks- -wiii meet ;w|£!i:^^ 

' fbcleties to" eac;h other as occafionr^ay reQUjie^;- 
to^ affiil' them- ia checMng fluc^^dpM 

fill :tp- fopw^xd-eve^-paiiicu^^ 

^ 4i^"^ho:iiayeil|^ years1paft;em|gr| 

^Stte:€s^^ha^e':eDgagSi:tbe,^aUerit^ of Jibis a 
. jhe preceding Coav:entiQaL to remove thele. 

'dif5i:ulde8. wetranfmit youa certified co|)y of 
an authenticated, decree of the National -Goo^. 
' VeBtion of 'France, :of the fisteentli Pluviofe, 
■ iecQod^ear of Ae_RepiiMk i: .(lebmary fiftb^, 
• -ttOA^ whkh has/been lately recemd.by-tle 




detree^- fince/fully coniimied by, ttie _ 
coniiitmion-.of. 17,9.5, we.belieye you vrilHiave 
if in your 'power:to'afferd:et^^ and, et 
> - ./ftix.^.. tbefe unfortunate people; 



There' vet remains a fabfe'd which, thou gli 
x)^Ven- urged,'" ftili -continiies to ^deiii£ncl.oiir 
fcriQUS 'attentioni we alliKle to the moft^jro^ 
pe^ meaBs or eKteoQiag-ine ■|/rxt^^'t'^— j^-- 
knd eoiial, liberty ampngil mankind r and 



^s„we profefs .tOjaffume no\othei: pow-ers-tbaTf' 
tfiofe of BeVftiafiou apd eonvincement^ foiiiid- 
ed. on the .uoernno:: balis' of truth" and ioffice.. 
we. wiili joii duly to advert to the magnitude 
di Tfte^'cMIe^ WHlcli ' we 'are eRgaged ' to per». 
.fevere': witli ^ |5Mence: and" fortitude ia : j'oiar, 
'appliifeioiis tal'egyiative b6cfits;aiid 'coiirt's ,of 

cab"' Bf etfireiiv 

public miityj'bYTiiteaB^^ aS' much as^pdllBIe^. 
all '-MWd o£ , ufeM iufbfm'^tibn .OE/th fiibjetl: 
tbat tKus.we may, ixi every form and' on' eve- 
tf ocCaiidil|-bf^r€a(^ ^o- picaid'tiie- caufe-of tli€' 
©^preifed^ ill: tfe iaogorage ^df ^'periuafion- and' 
-of - |mtl|ji;^ .Ae<l^yiien- -^;'&ail^-4ave Joee; our- 
dii!!y;-ao4-t'li«^^ 

look ''.up:fw- :tlfe^ ' of the' 



.great .FatKef ' of ^^h^;-who/^"wajs-. are- juft-and 
equdt\ 'afid "' who- hath rmde -of 07i€ blood alt 



bat fo^ miicli' 'of the^ reports> 
frbm tbe feveral' focieties, as- rektes to the 

fubje£t of tbe edBcatian of Africansj and' their' 
defcenQants. be , annexed- in the form ...of an 
appeadi:^-,^ tov the .printed ; minutes: , of .this- 

. Refol'^red^ ■ That- it ;be 'recGiiim'eridedj.,, that 
all coramiuiicatioBs intended for.the enfuiog' 
Gpnvention-^ , be dire<3:ed ■ to" the 'care of j a!iie& 
.pembe'rroo-5,-.Philad€lphia5 '2xt^i^tiit of" the 
Fenolylvaiiia fociety for promoting the abo« 
litioa of flaYery.- ' --'^ - . ' : 



Coates, James Toddand RobertrPatrerfon^be 
.a committee to fHpenntend ;t1ie-pubiicatioE. 
and ditribution of "the muiutis W''tKirGor^ 
YeatioEV' as well '■as 'of -th-e addrefs to' tlle'free - ■ 
Ibiacks, - the addreiles tQ:^tlie ■ ic^eral -Abolition- ■ 
jSocieties^ apd tb^ letter^ an§m 
■ed b3^__t!iis_„fcoEYeDti^^ the minutes ■ 

of this year'^s-p'mceediags -CQpiedj'aiid to give . 

meeting of ^the -XSpipfatioo^iiext ^yean - .. . 

, _ - ^"KeiolYedv'Tliat tbe - abftradts- ' of; the laws' 
of tbe feveral ftates^ refpeding flavor j and 
ilaves, as I'eported by the committee app 

;;ed-'to' -^xe&te'themj ^be referred' to^^ the ,co:vii-' 
mittee for printing and diftribiiting the mi- 
autes of: this' Gon¥eotioo| who are hereby 
clireCied to obtain- any; neceifary corredions^ 

' and "caufe them tb be anne±ed as an appendix 
to the anautes aforefaid.- 

Refdlvedj That the fame xommittee, pre- 
feat to the Speaker of the Senate of Penn- 

fl^lvaniag the 'thanks of 'this' Convention for 
the um ot -tiie senate ■ uiianiDero ,. 

RefolvedJ That^ fifteen ■"hundred' copies ; of 
the proceedings of the Gonvk Mion be printed 

_^ ,and diiiributed amongR th^^;ieverai.'AbQiition 
^ Societies Lii the United States^ - 

: - -Adjonrsled^ i^/^v ■ \ 

> ' F-uhUfJ^ed bv order of the Convention^. 

■ ■ ' " ' THOMAS- R GOPE W^/^r/- 
Pbiladelpbiaj May-^tt. i'j^yo 
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ExtraB fiwrntlse, reports -of the Molitkn Bm\&isi_ 
" ■ ' ' refpeBlng sducailon^ ' ' 

i HE .NevvT York^faciety manf "years ^ 
a fcliooi for the iaftruaion o£ Afwcan defc^dant^ in vari- 
ous fpecies of kn,owledge>nhis inilfiitio^ wbiich confide- " 
rabk experieiic? has proved t9 b3 iSfert^ 
tapce to the progfefs <>f emancipatioa aiid -tlis^ 
the fubje<as of our care,,, has 

<:eiv^.d a new ihare pf our attentidR, undergone a reiieyafi- 
oh, and -is now on a more flouriihlng and refpe^able foot- 
ing than at anjr former perrod. an appr^Spriaifion 
the principal pact of the fun'll of ihV ibcietyj to this objea:, 
together with the annpal dividend of th^ bonntjr of the 
(late, and the contributions ofij sntiividualss Y/e have, at an 
sxpenfe of more than fourteen' hundred poundsj purchafed 
■3. building and lot fuitabk for our purpofcs and the fclxool 
is now maintained at the r^ite of -about one thoufand doUarf 
a year. This iriilitution^- as the Convention will obfervg 
^fi-om th^ conftitiition of the focietyg is under the immediate 
anfpcaiph, of a b.gard of Truilees*'^ It is provided with a 

Gouptiithn of iha Neiv-TorL Society,, for pro:'?2ofing- tle^inanmfijjhn ^f 
fa-jcs and proieBhtg ftch -of them as ha-v^ been or may be libp '-al^iL ' 

I. There ihall be elofled a Board of Triiftees for-the African fcliool, 
to confift of ten Members, befidcs the Chairmasrand Secretary. Ak - 
every Hated meeting of the fociety, the two Members firft riamed on 
•die lift ihall go out of officej 'and a new appointment of the like Xiwrny 
"ber be made. 

' s^ The Trullees areto m once, every month, and at fucli 

other times as the Chaimian fhall require, 'arid at fuch places as he may^ 
direcr, or thdrTnajority of them at any nit^eting Siall appoint. Four of 
the Members the Chalmian &aU make a fufiicient/poard to t5-am*a61: 
bufmefs, and if the Chairman be abfent five Members including a Chair- 
aian to bb appointed for the time, lhaii conflitute a board. 

3. The Truftees are empowered to procure the neceffaty inftrud^rorsci 
and to provide ail neceflary accommodations for the fchool, and toihaJt^; 
€02it5a6ls fsr thofe purpofes, which ihall h^, binding on the fociety, ' 
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•Slates wikes md mmeXs, hy whom thp p«pils. are tatiP-lit 
, reading, pemTianfaip, anilimedc^ Exigliilj grammar S^d^ 
geography, and the female fciiokrs; m addition^ needle- 
work. Tlie nnnib&v of fcholars ci>-tlie iirft of Ja-nuary i jgj, 
was one.; limidred and twenty- two; of 'whom fixty-three 
^/erj2 .iJiales,- aad fifty-ttine -f^im^es..^ and,, this is -^bout tile 
ufual numberr many, of .^tliejjii beipg of .fufficient age to. be 
<>ccafionaily femGeabk to thelt |?areiits^ a^^ iriallersj form 
iiTegularity unavoidably Imppens in their attendancej but 
; this i?jiOtJp,c^^ 

generally prefent. The appear atfce, condua: and progi^ef s 
:i£ t^is . fcbqol, in she opinion . of the Tmftees/ woold do 

credifc to any infiitiitioii of the Hods and is exceeded^ by 
■aoae m.thex:ity. ^'Z 

On'the whole they exhibit ^n. esaixiple of fuccefsfiil in- 
duftrys liighly lipnoraMe to the|ifelves>^^ gratifying tq their 
parentss encouraging to their p|froos abd coiifoling to-hu- 
JHanity. Mean while this ip improyeinent has diffyf- 
.fed itfelf among many of their ^olor^ who have attained 
to years of maturity;' without the benefits of inftruaioii. 
An evening fGhooi under ^ the patronage;,of the Boari of 
Truftees^ but not at the espejife of the foeiety, has been 
- , . " c^'-'\ 'f;v. " ' ' ihftituted 

They may make any Regulations wKkli they may deem nccdlsn' for 
. the due.goyeropeiit of the fchopi, and diredt the courfe of llucUes and 
difcipline thcreiri. They may inilifcnte, at the espenfe the foeiety, fuch 
premim^s as they may ji^dge. proper for the encourageiiieutof the fcholars 
m their, iearning; provided they do not esceed the fum of fiji pounds hi 
: one 5^ear. Thty have foxver to regulate the admiSion of fcholar;^ and 
jto^ aiiels fuch ta>:es as they may think reafonable .and neceffaiyron the 
parents, guaydians and mafters of the fdiolars; regoiar liits of whicl^N 
affeffrjients are to he tranfmitted by them to the R«giTter, who is to record 
•theiame and deliver' an" attefted copf thereof to the Treafurei', -who 
to coUedt the feverai fums affeCTed.of the peribns is fuch lifts named. ' 

4. It is the duty of the-Truftees to vifit the fchool once in every month- 
to eocamine the fcholars as to theijr proficiency and condudl, and to caafc 
to hej^zde a written report of the Hate of the fchool and of theiT proJ. 
cecdings, to ev^ry ftated meeting^pf the foeiety ; and to give antfuri 
ther information rqfp<?a:ing the fchool and the oh}c6ls of their apryint^ 
merit, -which they may -judge necefiary. - ' ' - 

5. The Cbainnan fhall prefide at all meetings of thelTr^Secs' 
prefove order therein, and iliali have a cafting vote and lio ofW vi B% 
may call fpeciai meetmgs whenever he lhali think proper, or whe¥ver 
requeftejby apy two the Traftees. Reis to iign alfTebor^i|n^r^ 
Other Official acls oi the board. " 

. ^* Secretary is to keep fair and regi?1ar minutes of the T^r^-d^li 
angsof the fniftees, to give notice to theTruftees of the tim^i.s and^tikce- 
of meeting, and, lender me diredtion and with the affiftance ii^ the Chai^C. 
snax), to prepare all repoiio to the foeiety 




emolument, is ' Ibpporeed h^rthe 'pngi^j^::^Mxi\mho ; te,> 
fottf ■fou'Ts of hfetfefexes, ^■aB4:tlienirelV€s';^e|i^^ 
of their echicktim^'-' 'fii£herto:a tlegree of ifeiftfi^lijdJ'i^ 
diiftyy has prevailed among thmji muchto;.^mlr tioi^£^:m\Ay-- 
advax-stage ;..aii'd' it'i^ill. no ■doubt be gi'stffy.mgltd fht-CiSiTw,: 
ventior?.' '..to learn tbat,the.aflieE\in' eitKeir;-f^^ 

deicent, 'axii-^'diicharges, tlie diitlei 'Gf fiis office, witl^ ; 
a zeal/ Sdelity: ^nd;%ec^fss ; worth j^o^ 



ARL Y m the year 1795, #e,c<7'4iimlttee of tbe 4KoH- 
tion Society for improving cbe condition of tile free blacks, "*' 



' The llaiinefs relatiVe to the free bkcks iliall be^tranfa^ed a coni- 
mittee of vEwehty-four perforis, anhuaily efedled by ballot, at tlib meet- 
ing of this fociety in tihe morith caDed April; andia. ofdei^ to perform 
"the different ferviccs 'i?/ith expedition, regularity and energy t!^i^ com- 
mittee iliail refolve itfelf into the foliov/ing fxsb-commiVteeS; ^'i, .J ■ ;. 

■ ' L A Committee of htfpeBlon:, who ftiall fuperintend th6ai(3ralsj gene- 
ral conduS ahd.ordinary ^Xxkzxiou ol .'Cntht^-nt^tQ^^^ thes.^ 
advice aiid inftrudion, proteclion froBi %vronga and ot^<ii'|£ri'>|j3dly , ofli"', 
ces, " ' ■■' • ; ' ; ■ .'^Iv ' 

il. A Ctimm^eebf Gtiardlms^ vilciO^^ 
people, with fuiifable perfons^ 'that they may' (dariiig-^a^ mqderatc'ii 91- 
apprentici^lhip or fervitudeyiearn fome trade or other ffie-^u-s of :0bfi^- 
tence. The committee may this partly by a per(Sa»?e jniiiieace 
on parents and the perfbns coneenied, and partly by co-opQravingvt^'ith 
the laws'vvhich are or ajay be. enaifted for thiii aiid fimii|y;,pur|'bre3.. 
In forrning contradls on thefe dcfrafions the committee fhail fe(6a*re,^v?hc 
fociety fo far as may; be pradiicable, - the yight of guardi2riihip|b||& 
the.perfonsfobauridv^-,;^ /- ' 

Xn. A Committee of Edmaihn^ who ihall fapermtend ■,.he fchpol inflruc- 
tion of the chiidrea and youth of the free bl&ks; they may either lafluence 
them to attend regularly the Ichools already efialjlifhed in this city, or 
form others with this view; they 'Ihall, xn either: cafe provide, that the paS 
pils tnay receive fuch iearning'as is neceffary for their fikure lityat^ 
Iifc/efp$cli£iiiy.a deep inipreffidh of th^. moft Jmportani: and ge^iemlly ac~ 
knovv'k.dged moral and religious principles. They ihail alfo procure and 
preferve a regular record of the marriagcsj births and mantiniiiEons of 
ail.free blacks. 

IV. A CBinns'tttes of Bmphy^ v;ho jhall endeavour to prociire conflant 
CKtployment for thofe free negroes who are abie to v/orh; as the want of 



slot Q-f grouii^ i]:mafe::on tlxe ntsrsjb fide «if .Cherry-fec% 
fetween Bixth ,ai^d - Seventh- ilreets^ ' oil - which 'they, fooir 
afler placfd^s Iram^.'buildiiig aad opened'^ free fchoolfor 
the ■ indmllioia of chiidm^ of calor-.ci' botH^iexesi- in -thiS' ' 
lcliool,;-are' taughtj fpdlingj re^^dmgji -aixd 'needle ' Work, ■ 
Elsanor HarHs?; a^black- wpmanj-behig'^^^ qua-- 
^ lified,,: lias beers'. ei^plp^ed a§ tb^ir teacher' fiiice the openmg';:' 
of ' ths' fchool;"' ■ HersMar'j" is;6iie*|jund-red .-doHari's per- an* 

s{ece0ary fclioo}. hooks. ;'; , 't"'he ,e%:?enfes; of tHis 'Tehodlvarei^- 
defrayed out; of th&; partkolar fpciA^^.ot this commtti^Ss 
jaUed by doiiationss legacies s^nd ^ Jmntiai fubfcnpdoxis^^ 
The, Ibhobi is regul^i^ y by the com-' 

mittee of educaticMj« ytTfe ni^ fsiBoiars who geiie^ 

■ I'ally 'spehU'isi^thifC^^ - v-:-;- -r- ; ; ■ - v-, - ■ :^ ■v-.-.-^.v- 

-With a vieWrfeithef toj^ the benefits of jeducatioii:, 
. tff.tlie Africans ao4''t|i'?¥ defcendaBts, the abo^e immedcosi/--' 
ilhittee ioE iniproyipg tlis condition of tli^ free blocks, have 
% lately prqcti^ed additioBaVcciiTLt^^ 
ta €ha,b1e thera i.o eEkbliOj t>vb more fcSoolsj which it,is 
^ikpe<Sed rWill ihortlj be bfJeiieds one in the iiqrtherh, ami 
■the other in the.-iqptherii- part ^>f .tise city..' i^' ' : ^ v 

The xoHimittee for i^^pro¥irrg the c9hdi|ion--of^ the -free- 
-fclaclli. have alfo, aSbrdld peciima'ry aiHllemce to a fbcieiy of 

■ ■ " ' , '■■ 'r '■ ■■" - yousi^ 

thi,9-v/o^s1.{l'occ?.fion |iqf'6r;?^y^;idlensfs arid maVsy <'kio\is ha'cies. The com.-^ 
li^jiltee; >|ill-^f>'^^^^ find; co.mraon iaboiir fof s 

gli^tjBu^t^icI;^:^^^^^^^^ diat fucH aa indicate psoper takatis 

^/•&2f;/lelr?|^!)^^ dotie by arevaiUng .upoiiithenj; 

'06 . bjnd. tb'^;tt'lM|ft^i^H,~^^'^V^^ compenflte dieli*,^ 

' coTymmicc.tx^ ibClitutibn of jome.ilfiliil an^f^fimiDle mamv^. 

fasSures, \v!Ki?a#^^^%iMe ikill,--a^alfo may affift io commenc"' ' 

fehem to tMt^^$lf^ti^fM^-^^ catc' the^r are tlic |)rdper>bjei5^i^^;^ , 
, lu.matte.^s'M'ii-^^^ fttill confer, end if neccf- 

Vi;^''!';\^t"S^ ex:ps:nls:iH^ prc.|ecutiotr of-^bis platij ihall bc^e^ay- 

' -''^^d'^y a fund" to bfc.iorrnedby donatIons;or Isibibriptions ios^Jpe par-. 
' ticidja- piai'po-fesi/aij'd to b>i fcp?; 'feparatc from the otlier iunjisiof thisv 

: foci^ty. The (cdaimitiee.'Jls^^ti^ef.A report' of. their pcdceedis^-atwl o? 

. thefeate of their itocl;;; .t<^^^i|r^i^p«^J>fe^;^'fehe^ tjuitrtejdy m^ifffl|^ m t^ic 
moixthti calkd AprH c;nd Q({2;©b<;r;.!- ' . vH;,;- '.il 




young men, chiefly ,mem"bers of th& Abolition Sodetv, ivW 
have kept an evening fchool fmce the year ^iySS, for the 
mftniaion of black men, in readings writing and aritlimetic.. 
during the fall and winter months. A fchool roc m was 
furailhed them by the oveifeers of the fdiobl held in Wil-; 
lings- alley, hereafter to be mentioned; they have generally 
employed :i mafter, andhaire therafeU^es ferved alteraately 
as his 'affiftants. The blacks are. provided with booksj &c* 
and taught gratis. The expenfe is now defrayed by volon- 
tary contributions of the fociety pf young men. , About 
fixty fcholars are at prefent taught ;in this, fchool. A:^Fir{l- 
day or Sunday ^fchool is kept at this houfe in the fummer 
feafon^ for the inftruaion of black, men in reading and 
writing by the fame fociety of young men. 

Befides the fchools niore particularly under the care and 
diredlion of the fociety, there are fevferal others in this city^ = 
eftablilhed for the improvement of the.people of color in 
various branches of ufeful learning. 

In the year 1 77 1, two fchools for the infirudion of Llack . 
children, male and females were inftituted by the fociety 
of Friends, on a lot of ground belonging to them in Wil- 
iings. alley— An houfe was built, arid the fchool fupported 
by voluntary contributions from the members of that foci- 
ety, until the year 1786, when by a legacy of Anthony 
Isenezet, amounting to a ground rent of ninety pounds per 
annump a don;ition of five hundred pounds ileriing from, 
England^ and fome legacies in this country, all of which 
were veftcd in ground rentSj the yearly income of the 
the fchool was near two hundred pounds-— the falaries of 
the mafter and miftrefs, expenfe of Hre-woods books ^Md 
ftationary, amount to about two hundred and thirty- two 
pounds per annum. The balance is ihade up by the fociety 
of Friends. The te- xhers live in the houfe, rent free, and- 
are provided %vith fire -wood—no children of color whether 
flaves or others are refufed admittance to this fchool. The 
average number in each fchool is about forty fcholars. 
Thefe fchools are under the care of a committee of tv/elve 
perfons appointed by the fociety of Friends, who vifit them, 
regularly once a month. 

In the year 7'959 a numbe'r. of young women of this 
citys formed a fociety for the purpofe of teaching black 
women aod girls reading and writing. They have pro- 
cured a fchool room^ give their perfonal attendance as 
teachers alternately, provide fire wood, and for thofe \vho 
are not able to procure them, books and ftationary. The 
expenfe is defrayed W voluntary contributions-»~the fchool 
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IS held b the evening daring the fali and winter morttlis—^ 
the average nur- her of fcholars who attend is thirty. 

In the winter of 1796, a Firft-day or Sunday fchool for' 
the education of th? black peopie in reading aud writing 
was opens -, bv a member of the Abolition Society at the 
Methodfft African meeting houfe in JSisth ftreet, and held 
between the hours of public worfhip. From lixty to ninety 
perfons, chieHy adults of both fexes, ufu&cily attended. The 
origin il inilitutorof this fchool was foon afterwards affifted 
by feveral young men, moftly members of the Abolition- 
Society. The generality of the fcholars were furnifhed with 
books gratis; the fund for defraying the neceffary expenfes 
was raifed by contributions foli cited by the founder, who 
propofe? in lieu of the day fchool to keep one in the even- 
ing on a fimilar plan, during the winter feafon* 

AH the accounts procured of the different fchools concur 
in declaring, that the improvement and behaviour of the 
peopie of color is encouraging and fatisfaltory. 




Alepcandria Sodeiyo 

T^HE committee appointed for carrying into eSeffl the- 
plan of education adopted by the fociety, beg leave to make' 
the following report, refpefting the ftate, progrefs and pro- 
fpe6t of the fchool which they have organized in conformity 
with the aforefaid plan,* 

Your 

® Plan of MJiicaiion—'Whcte^s the viaws of this foclety are not only to 
obtain legal juftice for the opp'^effed Africans and their defcendantaj and 
to mitigate their fuiFerings, but alfo to ameliorate their conditidn in 
general as far as may be practicable; as well as that all others in indigent 
circiunftances, who may appear fit objedls of the patronage of the foci- 
^ty, may receive benefit therefrom. 

The fociety contemplating thefe objeds, and fenfible that a proper edu- . 
cation, directed to the improvement of the mind and the regulation o^ 
the heart, is a fruitful fource of human happinefs, are defirous that thefc 
unhappy peopie rnay be admitted to a participation of its benefits. But 
the fociety being apprehenfivc that little opportunity will be afforded- 
them of attending to thefe important advantages during that part of the 
week allotted uo bodily labomr* It is therefore refolvcd«—that for the' 
attainment of this <lcfirable end, Sunday fchools be eftablilhed in tliis- 
€own, under the patronage and by the direction of the fociety^ on the? 
f pinciples and in manner following^ 
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^om* committee baving divided themselves into claifeSj 
5snd engaged Beiijamin Davis as teacher, for four months, 
at the rate of fixty dollars a year, opened fchbol on Sunday 
the eleventh of December laU in Archibald M*£ean's fchool 
room, on which day they admitted feventeen fcholars: the 
number has increafed every fchool day fmce, and at prefent 

amounts 

A committee of twelve members of the fpciety .fhall be appointed for 
-carrying into effedl this refolution, a majority of whom {ball conftitute 
a quorum.' " 

It fliall be the duty of faid committee when appointed, to procure 
•fu: table apartments (gratis, if poffible) for the accommodation of fcho- 
lars to be hereafter admitted, and to employ, at the expenfe of the fo- 
4:iety, competent teachers, to take the immediate charge of faid fchools. 

In thefe feminaries lhali be taught, orthography^ reading- writing and 
the more ufeful parts of arithmetic; and the morals of the pupils fliaii 
be carefully attended to. 

Thefe fchools &all be open indifcrimiaately for the reception of chil- 
dren of indigent parents, whofe circumftances in life, exclude them from 
other means of education, but more efpeciaily the children of free blacks > 
and mulattoes, and the fiaves of all who choofe to fend them; alfo, free 
adults of tlie aforementioned defcription who may be thought able to 
pay, and the children of fuch ftiall be admitted at a low rate of tuicioUj 
^nd all monies fo raifed, fhali be appropriated to the ible ufe of faid iu- 
.ftitution. 

The committee ftiall be chofen for one year in the fame manner as 
other officers — -as foon as convenient after their eledlion, they fhall di- 
vide themfelves equally into two clafTes, the firft of which fhall vacate 
their places at the end of fix months, and the fecondat the end of twelve 
months; fo that one half lhallbe chofen every fix months — and no mem- 
ber who fhall have ferved cut the regular term of his appointment, 
fiiall be eligible for the next fix mouths— in cafe of vacancies in their 
own body, they fliall have power to fill fuch vacancies till the next 
election. 

The committee ihall divide themfelves into three clafles, one of which 
in rotation fhall attend laid fchools perfonally every Sabbath day, to in- 
Tpe6t the ftate of them, fee that the teachers perform their duty, a^d 
for any other purpofes, which they may conceive calculated to promote 
the ends of the inftitution. , 

. Moreover if the committee fhali 'not be able as foon as requifite, to 
procure fuitable teachers, or if at any time vacancies happen, in either 
cafe, the committee fhall themfelves by clafies, take charge of fuch fchool 
or fchools as may be deilitute till it or they can be fupplicd. 

The committee ihall, under the aforefaid regulations, have a difcre- 
tionary power in the management of faid inflitution; they fliall have the 
foie right of admitting, rejedliflg and expelling fcholars, of fixing the 
hours of commencing and breaking up fchool: Frovidtd ne-vertbelcfs, that 
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members fhall be neceflary for 
the expulfion of any fcholar whom they may deem unworthy of the in- 
ftitution; they fhall meet at leafl once a month, for the tranfadlion of 
bufinefs, and Ihall at each quarterly meeting of the fociety, make report 
«f their proceedings, and of the ilate of the inftitution. 
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amounts to oae hundred and eight who have been admitted. 
Of this i-jumber ten have attended irregularly and agreeably 
to a refolve of the committee palTed the fourth inftantg 
for excludijig fuch as abfenc themfelves four fchool days fuc- 
ceffivelr without a fatisfa<5lory excufe, your committee ap- 
prehend moft of the above mentioned delinquents will vacate 
tlieir places. 

In regard to the advancement of the pupils in learning? 
your committee ftate, that they have four who write a very- 
legible hand, read the fcriptures with a tolerable facility and 
iiave commenced arithmetic : eight others are capable of 
reading the fcriptures, but have as yet made fmall advance- 
xnent in writing: fifteen can fpeli words of three or four 
fyllables and read eafy leffons: fome of thefe have been put 
to writing? the refidue are chiefly learning the alphabet or 
to ipeli monofyiiables. 

Many of the pupils (efpecially thofe of mature age) 
eviaice a ftrong defire and confiderable aptitude for learning. 
Their deportment in general is orderly and refpe<^lful, and 
their external appearance very decent. 

Your committee feel gratified in having it in their power 
to report thus favourably of the inftitution. They flatte;- 
themfelves that its effects will be lailingly beneficial in im- 
proving the minds and amending the morals of thofe for 
whofe advantage it was eftabiilhed. 

Yoyr committee cannot difmifs the fubjecl without ear- 
iieftly recommending this infant inftitution to the vigilant 
guardianfhip of the fociety; e«preffing at the fame time i:heiir 
fanguine hopes of its ultimate fuccefs and extenfive utility. 
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A Table Jhewing the recommendations a7id 
reqiufitiGfis of the Convention of 1 7965 and 
of former Conventions^ a7id how far they 
have hitherto been complied with by each 
Society, 

1^ To fend delegates to a Convention to meet at Fhi^ 

ladelphia in May^ ^797* 

New- York fociety, complied. 
JMew-Jerley fociety, ditto, 
Pennfyivania fociety, ditto^ 
Maryland fociety, fat Baltimore) ditto. 
Choptank fociety, /'iWtfry/a«J^ ditto. 
Alexandria ibciety, f Virginia J dittOf 
Virginia fociety, ( at Richmond) ditto. 
Rhode- Ifland, Connecticut, Waftiington f Pennfyhania,) 
Wilmington ( Deiaicfarej) 'Dda.wsne, Chefter-town f Mary' 
land^) Winchefter ( Virginia^) and Kentucky focieties fent 
pone. 

n. To tranfmit certified copies of all the laws in the 
refpeBi'De fates relating to favery; as well of 
thofe repealed as of thofe in force^, 

Connedlicut tranfmitted in 1795. 
New- York, in 1797. 

New-Jerfey, in. 1790, 

Pennfyivania, in 1797. 

, Maryland, in 1797. 

Virginia aiid ^ 

Alexandria, J in f 797, a copy of profef- 

for Tucker's differtation on flavery, which contains the fub- 
ftance pf all the laws of Virginia refpeding flavery from 
its fettlement till I794« Copies of the laws fmce that pe- 
riod alfo fent. 

Rhode- Iflandj Delaware* and Kentucky focieties have 
not yet tranfmitted. 

IIIo To forward corred lifts of the officers and other 
members of each rejpe^live fociety^ 

New-Torh cpmplied in 1796 and 1797, number of mem- 
bers two hundred and fifty. 

Meip-Jerfey complied partially, 

^ennfyhmm 
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^enrjyhania complied in 1797. Members five hundred and 
ninety-one. 

Wilmington complied in 1796. Members about fixtj. 
Maryland complied in 1 797* Members two hundred and 
thirty-one. 

Choptanh complied in i 797. Members twenty-five.. 
Alexandria complied in 1797. Members iixty-two. 
Virginia complied in 1796 and 1797. Members one 
dred and forty-feven. 
Rhode- flland, Conne<5ticut, Wafhington, Delaware, 
Chefter-town, Winchefter and Kentucky focieties have not 
yet fent lifts of their members- : 

iV^ An account of the proceedings of each focletj 
in relieving f erf ons unlawfully held in bondage^ 

iV^w- Torh Since January 1 796, have had complaints frora 
ninety perfonsj Africans or of African de- 
fcent— twenty-nine freed on the law prohi- 
biting importation— feven as. free born--. 
two unluccefsful-^heavy damages recovered 
in fome inftances— twenty- one cafes now m 
fuit-— nineteen under confideration. 

New-Jerfey Many manumiffions have been effedleld fince 
fociety* January 1 796, but no precife information is 

yet received to what number and undev what 
ciicumftances. 

Pennfyhania It appears from the minutes of the acting com- 
fociety, mittee of the fociety, that many hundreds 
of Africans have been liberated through 
their aid fmce the inllitutipn of the fociety. 
IViJmingtm Has fent a lift of perfons liberated by their 
fociety, agency up to 1796, amounting to eighty 

fmce 1788. 

Maryland A variety of fuits were inftituted againft the 
Jociety at unlawful holders of flaves laft year, and in 

Baltimore, confeiquence many have been liberated— 
there are feveral fuits now pending in law, 
which are expelled to have the like favor- 
able ifTue. 

Choptanh This fociety has exerted itfelf in favor of the 
fociety, Africans, for feven years; and been the in- 

ftniment of liberating more than lixty indi- 
viduals, and has failed but in a fmgle appli- 
cation to a court of juftice in their behalf. 

Alexandria 
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Alexandria Twenty-fix complaints made to the fbciety. 
jhckiy. fix perfons relieved on the law againft im- 

portation; five will probably be relieved, 
the other fourteen cafes on which as well as 
' on the above five fuits are pending are 
doubtful. A fuit in Norfolk court and one 
in North Carolina now carrying on at the: 
expenfe of this fociety. 

Flrghila Nothing of material importance fmce the con- 

fockty, vention of 1 796. Suits commenced before 

now pending in behalf of between twenty 
and thirty perfons. ' 
Rhode-lfland, Connefticut, Waftiington, Delaware, 

Chefter-town, Winchefter, and Kentucky focieties fent no^ 

account. 

y, A Jlatement of the condition of the blacks, in 
each Jiate both bond and free ^ with refpsSi to - 
the property of the free^ and the employment and 
moral condudt of all, 

NeW'-Tork* The number of peoplfe of color in the ft ate 
< of New- York not known— exceeds two thou- 
fand— in the city names of one thoufand 
c'oFe^ted — of thefe more than half are free, 
employed as fes-vants, labourers^ failorsj me- 
chanics, &c.— a few are fmall traders — • 
condition tolerable—many in town and 
country freeholders— feveral worth from 
three hundred to thirteen hundred dollars — 
various afibciations among the free blacks 
for mutual fupport, benefit and improve- 
ment— -one has a lot for a burying ground 
and the fcite of a church worth fifteen hun« 
dred dollars, - 

In a ftate of progreffive improvement. 
Netu-yerfey. Condition, as to enjoyments of life a-nd refpec* 

tability, much the fame as in New- York. 
Pennfyhmniai Complied with in 1 796. See the minutes of the 

convention of that year — page 20 and 2f. 
Maryland ai The condition of the blacks from the infor- 
BaUhmre mation this fociety has received is greatly 
.Chopiank, ' ameliorated, and fome few of the free are 

enabled to provide for themfelves witliout 

manual 1abor-~-moral condudt equal to that 

of the whites in like circumftances — minute 

information not yet obtained. 

Alexandrian. 
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dhitandrta. Generally flaves— their treatment iefs rigoronf 
than formerly—moral condua: of tlie free 
generally good— as labourers preferred t& 
the whites. 

^'rom Rhode-Ifland, Connedlicut. Waniington, Wil- 
itiington, Delaware* Chefter-town, Virginia, Wincheftef 
and Kentucky focieties™-non6 fent^ 

VI. Reports of trials and adjudications relative to 

Africans* 

NenV'TorL None ever preferved in this flate. 
New- Jerfiy, Sent in 1 796. 

Fennfylvania. None have been preferved h-y the fbciety, but 
fome have been publiflied and others are 
■ now preparing for publication, 
l^hode-ffland, Conne-fticutj Waftiins^ton, Wilmingtony 
Delaware, Maryland, Chefter-town, Choptank, Alexan- 
dria, Virginia, .WincKefter and Kentucky focieties— fent 
none. 

YII. Endeavours ufed to obtain a repeal or amelia^ 
ration of the laws refpediirig flavery^ 

Ne^'Tork, A bill for the gradual abolition of flavery 
brought into the Legiflature at their laK 
feffion, but poflponed till the next feffion. 

NeW'Jirfey. A bill brought into the laft feffion of the Le- 
giHature for a gradual abolition of ilavery 
which is poilponed to the next feffion as in 
New- York. 

Fennfyhania, A bill for the total abolition of fiavery was 
brought into and read in the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives near the dofe of the laft feflioii 
of the Legiflature, but lies over to the next 
feffion* 

Maryland at No attempt has been made fince the Cdnven- 

Bah'more-, tionof 1796. 
Alexandria. Have dra'^n up and snean to prefent to the 
next Legiflature, a remonftrance againO: a 
late law of the ftate which is peculiarly fe- 
, . vere againft Africans, 
Rhode-Iiland, ConneiSicut, Wafliington, WilrningtoHs 
Delaware, Che0er-town, Choptank, Virgima, Winchefter^, 
and Kentucky focieties tranfmitted no information. 



t 4^ ) 



ViiL The progrefs iiuide hi extending to Jfricap 
the benefits of injirudion, 

'^^W'Torh. Houfe and lot for a fchool purchafed by !:h& 
Ibciety, fmce January 1 796—fchool has ex- 
ited m-m^ years- — more flouriilimg now 
than ever — property of the fociety for its 
. viccommodation worth upwards of three , 
thoufatid five hundred dollars— -annual ex- 
penfe of the fchool one thoufand dollars-— 
has a mafter, ufher and miftrefs — fcholars 
taught reading, penmanftiip, arithrhetid$ 
Englifh granjmar and geography— girls (ad- 
ditionally) needle work— number one hun- 
dred and twenty-two^ — boys {ixty-three— 
girls fifty-nine—improye f aft and behave as 
well as any othei* children—evening fchool 
in the winter for free blacks, adults — taught' 
by th6 mafter and uflier of the fociety's 
fchool- — number, forty-four— ~u{her a black 
man. 

Nenv-^erjey. Nothing done by the fociety-*^i bill is now 
pending before the Legiflature providing^ 
for the inftrudlion of all children in the ftate^, 
which, if carried, will include the Africans 
as well as the whites. , 
Pemfyhama, Within the city and liberties of Philadelphia 
there . are at prefent feven fchools for the 
education of people of color; at which per- 
haps near three hundred fcholars of both, 
fexes ufiially attend— two other fchools are 
about to be opened for the fame purpofe. 
Maryland at Several children of Africans and other people 
Baltimore* of color now under a courfe of inftru^Slion— - 
an academy (of which notice was given to 
the laft convention) will be opened the en* 
fuing feafon, and fuitable teachers provided. 
Ahaanciria, A Sunday fchool opened by this fociety in De- 
^ c^iiiber, 1795, fdr the reception of Africant 
and their deibendants»~the number of fcho- 
lars who ufually attend is one- hundred and 
eight— they are inftrd{Sted in reading, pea-' 
manfhip and arithmetic. 
From Rhode- Ifiand, Connecticut, Walblngton, Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, Chefte:r-town, Choptank, Virginia, Winchef* 
ter, and Kentucky focieties—«no information received. 
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IX* To ejiahlljh periodical difcourfes on the fiihjeB 
of Jlavery and the meatts of its abolition^ 

CotineBuut^ No' information this year— ^there have beea fe- 
vcn or eight difcourfes delivered before the 
fociet^^j the greater patt of which have been 
printed and circulated extenfively* 

Neta-Torh^ Tiie firil annual difcourfe delivered before this 
fociety the twelfth of i^pril, 1797 

i^mnf^lvanla^ Not deemed neceflfary in this ftate, where th^ 
general feniiment.s of the people are, in a 
great degree, eoi.genial with thofe of the 
fociety. 

MaijhmL Complied withi 

• Slhbde-Iffand, New Jerfey, Wafliington, WilmingtOHy 
Delaware, Cheiler-idvi^ni Choptank, Alexandria, Virginia, 
Wincheftefy and Kentticky focieties tranfmitted no" infor- 
mation on the fubjeGl; 

S . To keep accurate rregijiets cf all deeds pf ma^ 
. numlffion executed within the precin6is of each 
: fociety* 

New-Tor^, . Attended to by this foerety from the firll, fa 

far as depended on itfelf. 
Pennfyhania> A regifter of manumilHoUs kept by the a^ing 

committee. 

ivlnrvland at The fociety preferve a regifter — and all ma- 
Bnlilmore,. and numifTiohs af e matter of record in the county 

Choptank^ courts. 
Alexandria* A regifter is kept by the fociety, manuraiilions 
are recorded in the court of Common Pleas.< 
P"irg'wia, Deeds of emancipation are recorded in the 
"county courts. 
From Rhode Ifland, Connecticut, New- Jerfey, Wafhing* 
ton, Wilmingtony Delaware, Chefter-town, Winchefter and 
Kentucky focieties— no information. 

XL To dijirlbute fmiable publications tending t& 
promote the defign of the infiitutions^ 

Mew^Torl, Attended to partially » 
Metv-jerfe-j*- Attended to generallya 
Pemfyivama. Faithfully attended to. 

Alexandfia. Attended to, and a new publication is fooii 
to be made o» the fubjeft of flavery. 
From Rhode-IOand, Conne^icut, Waihington, Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, Maryland, Chefter town, Choptank, Virgi- 
liisj WineheKler and Kentucky focieties-^^no information* 




XIL To endeavour to free negroes from Sf, Dmfimgo 
retained here as Jlanyn^ contrary to the decree 
of the National Convention of France^ 

^ennj^hania* Aded on as cafes have occurred— -from tke 
other ibcieties— no information. 

XIIL To difcourage the ufe of articles mannfaclured 
( by jflaves. 

No particular meafures on this fubjeS are reprefented as 
being adopted by any of the focieties. 

XIV, ,,To diftribtite ihe addrefs to the free people 
of color from the convention of 1796. 

New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, anii 
Alexandria focieties— done. 

Choptank focieiy. Not received till late by this fociety. 
Fir^i«/«yo«V/y. Done in part. 

From Rhode-Ifland, Connedicut Wafhuigton, Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, Chefter-town, Wincheicei and Kentucky 
focieties— -no informatioB. * 

XVo T ? fend copies of the conflliutions of the re^ 
. fpeStive focieties, 

ComeB'tmU Sent. 

NeiU'Tork, Sent the original in 1796, and the reviled one 
in 1797. 

New^Jerfey, Sent in 1 7960 • . 

Pennfylvania^ dittc , ; • > ■- 

JVilmingtoTu ditto. 

Maryland* - ditto. 

Alexandria, S,ent 1797. 

Firgma. Sent 1 796. 

Rhode- Iflandji WafliingtOHj Delaware, ChePcer towiij 

Choptank^ Winchefler and Kentucky focieties feat noneo 
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^he following ahfiraSis of the e^ct/hng laws re- 
fpuBing Jla'very in the States of ConneBicut^ Ne^m- 
Tork^ New^yerfey.^ Pennfyhanta^ Maryland and 
Virginia^ are publifhed for general infor?naJion~ 
^he inconfiftency of feveralof thefe laws arifes from 
ihe nature of the fubject^ and though much care has 
been taken to make thefe abJlraBs plain and intelli- 
gible^ yet we do not ftippafe we have fidly fucceeded 
in this firfi effay. We hope that fuller documents 
and more conjlfient laws^ will enable future Con- 
'ventions to perform this tafk with greater perfpicu- 
ity and ufefulnefsv 

By the emfiing laws of Connecticut: 

Any negrdj molatto, or indian fervaiit or fiave, whofhall 
he found wandering out of the bounds of the place to which 
he belongs, without a pafs from a magiftrate or from his 
ow;ner5 ihall be treated as a runaway, and citizens arfe im- 
powered to fecure fuch perfons and bring them before the 
. inagiftrate, the owner being liable for all charges accruing 
thereby. . 

Ferry-men are requited not to fuK^-vfuch perfons to pafs 
their ferries under penalty of twenty ihillings for each 
offence, to the owner; and if free negroes Ihali travel witli- 
out fuch eerrJficate, and be ftopped ox taken up, they ihall 
pay all charges arifing thereby. 

Any perlbn prefuming to buy or receive from an rndian, 
snolatto or negro fervant or flave, any money or goods 
without order from the owner, fhali befentenced tor^ftore 
all fuch articles and alfo forfeit double the value thereofp 
and treble, if the article is not to be obtained: and if the 
perfon fo offending do not make reftitution as awarded, thett 
tO; be publicly whipt, not exceeding twenty ftripes, or m^ke 
fatii>fa6ior. by fervice. And any iridian, negro or moiatto 
fervant or flave, fo depofiting or felling fuch articles or mo- 
nej, if it appear they \\:ere ilolen^ or .that fhall ileal any 
jiioiiey or goods and fhall beconvictedp (although the buyer 
or receiver be not found) ihall be whipty not exceeding 
thirty iiripes, and the things ftoien if found,' returned to the 
party injured, or the value if not found. 

' Any jcivant or Have, as above, if loundfrom home after 
nine o'clock at night, may be taken before a magiftratCj, 
ivho may order him or her to be whipt'on the naked body,! 
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not exceeding ten ftripes, and pay coli of court, utilefs re^ 
deemed by the mailer's paying a fine not exceeding.ten fliiU 
lings : and any perlbn entertaining or tolerating any fuch 
perfons in his houfe after fuc h hour, (hall forfeit ten fhillings. 

No flave fliall be imported into this ftate to be left orfoldp 
. under the penalty of one hundred pounds. 

Any perfon manumitting a flave is liable to the mainte- 
nance of fuch flave; arid the fame as to negro, molatto and 
Spanifli indian fervants for time, whofe ':ime is expired; ex- 
cept a certificate be procured from the leie^ men empow- 
ering fuch liberation, which they are empowered to grant 
if to a majoiity of them it appears that fuch flave or fervanti 
is able tO| fiipport liimfelf and is of good and peaceable life 
and converfation. 

No negro or inolatto child, bom after the Hrft day o^ 
March one thpufad feyen hundred and eighty- four, fliall be 
held in fervitiide after attaining the age of twenty-five years. 

No citizen or refident of this ftate, fliall import or tranfport 
or buy or fell or receive on board his or her velfel, with in- 
tent to caufe to be imported or tranfported> :any of the in- 
habitants of any country in Africa, as flaves, or fervants 
for term of years; upon penalty of fifty pounds for each 
perfon fo imported or .tranfported, and of five hundred, 
pounds for every veffei employed in fuch importation or 
tranfportation; and all infurance on veflels fo employed- or 
flaves or fervants fo fhipped is void. 

Any perfon who ftiall kidnap, diccoj or forcibly carry off, 
out of this ftate any free negrO; Indian or molatto or any 
perfon entitled to freedom at the age of twenty-five- years, 
dr lhall aid , or affift therein, being duly convicled, fliall for- 
feit one huridred pounds, and in addition, fuch fum in da- 
mages as the court fliall determine; Provided that nothint^ 
in this a£t fliall operate to prevent perfons removing out of 
this ftate, for the purpoie of refidence, from carrying or 
tranfporting with them fuch negroes or molattoes as belong 
to them s or t4i prevect perfons living within this ftate, from 
directing their fervants out of this ftate about, their ordinary 
and neceflary.bufmefs* 

Any owner, mafter or fador of any veffel clearing out for 
tlie coaft: of Africa^ or fufpected by any citizen of this ftatej, 
to be intended for the flave trade in any part of the world, 
may on declaration of fuch fufpicion, made on oath to 
the naval officer, to his fatisfadionj hi required to give bond 
an one thoufand pounds that none of the natives o£ Africa, 
©r a^y other foreign country, fliall be taken on board fuch 
^' ■ , vefTelj 



v&^Q% daring her voyage, with intent to he tranfjjorted 
ilaves to any other part of the world* 

All perfons rite required to give in to the Town- Clerk 
the place where they refide, on oath, the names of fuch chii"- 
dren as are or (hall be in their poffeffionj as are entitled to 
freedom at the age of twenty-five years, under penalty of 
forty (hillings for every montii's neglect, after the time fixed 
by this aB:, 

No perfon lhail tranfport or affift in tranfporting for the- 
purpofe of felling, out of this ftate, any negro or molattp 
ila¥e or fervant for time, upon penalty of one hundreci 
pounds. And all notes, bonds, mortgages or fecurites given 
in payment for perfons fo tranfpotted, are made void. 

If any owner of a flave fhall make application to any two 
of the civil authority, or one of the civil authority and two 
ieleft men of the town to which he belongs, for the purpofe 
of manumitting his fla\e, it {hall be the duty of faid autho- 
rity if the flave is found to be in good health, and not more 
than forty-five years of age or lefs than twenty-five yearsj> 
to give to the owner a certificate thereof under their hands^ 
Provided the flave is defirous of being made free, and this 
certificate enables the owner to manumit the Have, without 
incurring any rifque of after maintaining him. 



By the aB of the Legijlature the Jiate of Nem-- 
Tork^ pajfedthe tweniyfecond of February 17885 
and which co?npri%es all the laws refpedingjlaves^ 
it is enabled: 

That every negro, molatto or mufteej within the Hates 
who at the time of the pafiing the a^^ vi^as a flave for lifey 
ihall continue fuch unlefs manumitted, in the manner pre- 
fcrihed by the a6t, or fet free by fc)Eie futuie law of the ftate^ 
and the children of fuch peirfbn {hall follow the condition of 
the mother, and be adjudged flaves» The baptking of a 
flave is declared not to be a manumiffion of fuch Have. 

Slaves under Lity yeaks of 'age mRj be mmmmittcdf hy 
the owners of them^ 011 procuring a certificate from the 
overieers of the poor, or two jui^ices of the peace, or the 
Mayor or Recorder ajid tWQ Aldermenj ths£fush£laves ap« 



peat* to he under fifty years of age, and of fufBcient ability 
to maintain themfelves, and having fuch certificate regiftef- 
ed with the Clerk of the city, county or town, where the 
owner or flave refidess without being obliged to give fecurity 
to inderanify fuch city, town or place, or to maintain theiit 
after they have become helplefs through old age or infitraityi 
Slaves may, in like manner, be manumitted by will, if the 
executors procure fuch cert ificate. 

Or they may be manumitted at any age without fuch 
certificate, provided the owner or the executors of any tef- 
tater, or any other perfon, in behalf of the flave, will give 
fecurity at the feffions, or enter into a bond to the ftate, to 
fave harmlefs the city, town or place, from the charge of 
any fiidh HaVe, And» even if any fuch perfon is manumit- 
ted by laft will, or otherwifcj and no certificate be attained 
orfecuHty given, yet fuch flave fhall be confidered as freed 
frOrri ths owner or his executors, adminiftrators or aGSgnsV 
and he or they fhall be liable to maintain them when they 
become helplefs and Unable to maintain themfelves. If the 
overfeers of the poor fhall refiife to give thg certificate as 
abovementioned, the owner may appeal tO the Quartei Sef- 
fions, who are authorized to grant the certifiestte. 

No perfon can fell flaves to another who is unable to 
maintain them, under the penalty of twenty pounds ; and 
ihall fi;ill be deemed owner of fuch flaves. 

Any flave ftriking a white perfon mav be committed by a 
juftice of the Peace, and be tried and fuffer the punilhment 
inflicted for petk larceny. 

In all capital cafes, negroes or other flaves^ fhall have the 
privilege <!)f a trial by jury. 

Slaves .convided of any crime, under a capital offence, 
may on tlie requeft of the owner, and at the defcretion of 
the court, be tranfported out of the fiate. Slaves are not 
admitted as witnefTes in any caufe whatever for or againPc 
^ny perfon,. except that in criminal cafes, their evideixc^i 
^ay be taken for, or agaiilfi:, each other. 

AH cdntrads made \^?ith flaves, without confent of their 
owners, are void. The owners of flaves are liable for their 
trefpafTes to the -tfalue of five pounds. 

' No perfon fhall harbour a runaway flave?' or trade with 
a flave' without confent of the owner j under the penalty of 
five pounds. 

To prevent the further importation of flaves into the 
ftate, it is enaaed— That any perfon who fliall fellj as a 

fiav^ 
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ilavCs within this ftate* any negro or other perionj who ha^ 
been imported or brought into the ftate Imce the fird of 
June* 1785, or fince the paffing of the adt, Ihall he deerned 
guilty of a public ofFeiice, and forfeit one hundred pounds,; 
to be recovered by adtion of debt with cofts of fuit, one half 
to the Treafurer of the flate, and the other half to the perfon 
fuing for the farrie— -and every fuch perfon, fo brought inta 
the ftate and fold, is declared to be free—- and if any perfon 
ihali buy, or, as an agent, fliall receive any (lave, with an 
intent to export or carry fuch flave out of the ftate to be fold, 
fuch perfon or agcnl, fhall, mlike manner be deemed guilty 
of a public offence, and forfeit the fum of one hundred 
pounds; and fuch flave, immediately after he lhall be fo 
purchafed, taken, or received, is declared to be free. 

AhJiraBs of Neiv-yerfey latvs refpeBuigJlaves ^ l^c. 

The a£l: pafTed the twentieth of Odlober, 1694* prohibits 
the permitting any flave to carry any gun or piftol, or take 
any dog with him into the woods or plantations, unlefs ac- 
companied by his owner or fome other white perfon by order 
of his owner, under the penalty of twenty Ihillings for the 
firft offence, and thirty (hillings for the fecond/ and ten 
i2iiliings more for every offence aifter; to be recovered of the 
owner — Infli<Els a penalty on fuffering flaves to keep any 
fwine without the owners mark, and provides that any per- 
fon lending to any flave a piftol or gun, fliall forfeit the fame 
OT twenty fliillings to the ov/ner of the faid flave. 

The ad paffed March feventeenth, 17539 prohibits the 
trafficking with any negro, indian or molatto flave, without 
the confent of the owner or other perfon having the care of 
fuch flave, under the penalty of twenty fliillings for the firft 
offence, and forty ihillings for the fecond and every other 
offences and authorizes the taking up and whipping any 
flave that may be found five miles from his mafter or milT- 
trefles habitation, or that may come out of any other pro- 
vince into New-Jerfey, unlefs fuch flave have leave in writ- 
ing from his mafter or miftrefsj or isknovvn to be on. his or 
her bufinefs. 

The twelfth fedlon of the fame 2B. prefcribes the penalty 
€>f forty fliillings for every time that any perfon fliall har- 
bour or entertain the flave of another without the confene. 
of the mafter or miftrefsj excepting in diftrefs of weather 
or other extraordinary occaftons and if any perfon fhall 
harbour, concealj cr aiflft in carrying away any flave who 
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Miall happen to lie loft, die, or be otherwy*e renHeredl itnjfeiW 
ticeabie, he (ball pay the value of fudi fldve to iheownefi 

The thirteentL fe^lion provides, that ho negro, ihdi m ot 
molatto, who fball thereafter be inade free, ihall hold or 
poffefs arty Hoxifes, laiids, tehei«£?nts or hercditaTiients irilMs 
own right, in fee fimple or fee tail. 

The firft fe<5iion of an ad pafTed October twenty thirds 
1751s autliorizes any jul^;ice of the peacej on application to 
him made by the tnafter of any fefvant or flaye, to caufe to, 
be brought before him any perfon who may be fufpeded of 
having fold any ftrdng liqjuor to fuch flave or fervant with- 
. outhis maG:er*s confent, arid to tender an oath or amrm ittoji 
that he Has tiot fo done, and his refufal to take the laid oath, 
or affirmation lliail be fiifficient evidence to coiivid him 
thereof; 

The fecorid aiid third fe<5liods provide, that if more thai* 
live iiegroor njolatto flayes iHall meet and airernble tbgetherj, 
(uniefs oh their maiter or miftreflfes bufinefs) thsy; Ihall be 
apprehended and whipped, arid if any negroor molatto ilave 
Ihall be feen from his ma ft er*s houfe after nine 

■>ht, except on his mafter or raiftrelfes bufinefs, or ihall be 
iten hunt or qarry a gun on the Lord's day, he (hail be 
taken before a Juftice of the peace and whipped; but nO» 
thing in t"* i faid aft fhall be conftrued to prevent any negro 
or molatto ilave frorh going to church or meetiitg, and at^ 
tending on divine fervice or from burying their dead vntli 
tHeir mafter or mitlreiles confent. 

■J) 

A laiif P^Jf^^ March the fecoiid, i^%6t, 

Seflion I, Inflids a penalty of fifty pounds for bringing 
a Save into the (late imported from Africa fmce. 1776. 

Sedion II, Inflids a .penalty of twehty pounds forbrin^-- 
ing a (lave into the ftatfe though not imported iince 17760 

Section III, Exempts from the above penalty perfons 
coming into the ft ate to fettle, and ftrangers making a teift'S' 
porary ftay, provided the flaves they bring have not beeri 
imported from i^frica fmce tlie year 1776, which flaves arfe 
iiot to be fold iti the ^tte. 

Seaion iVj Gives fuch penalties to the ufe of .the ilate» 

Section Y, Aiithorizes the manumiSion of found and ra» 
tional Oaves between the ages of twenty^one and thirty-Five 
years, by writing tmder hand and fealp under the inipedioii 
-of two Overfeers of the poor and two Juftiees of the peace^ 




who Art io certify t^C^mQ, and gives thefornii of fu^fi cef^" 
tificate, which Qiali exemx^-. the mafter*s eftate from inaiii- 
taiiiiug the Oave To freed if he or fhe, at a future, time be-- 
coiBes chargable, <md orders the matiumiffiou and certificate 
to be recorded in the oSice &f the Clerk of the county*, 

Seftion VI, Gives the flave fo fetfree, a legal fettlemerit 
in the cownfljlp wherein the mafter or miftrels Bad a fettle- 
ment when the flave was thus emaiicipated* and any pofTef- 
iioHj duty, employment or paying tax j lhall not give afet- 
SleRsent elfewhere. 

Seclion Vlir^ Authorizes grand juries to ta^e cognizance 
of inhuman treatwient or abufe of flaves, permitting the 
Court to fine the perpetrator, not exceeding five pounds for 
the firfl: olfence and ten pounds for the fecdhd, giving the 
penalty to the townfhrp. 

Sedlipn IX, Prohibits flaves freed in another ftate, frons 
travelling in this ftate, and mffidis a penalty of five pounds 
per week on any pedbn concealing, employing Or perrtiit- 
ing fuch to live in their hou^fe or on their land, nor may «: 
flave freed in Jerfey, travel oitt of the townfhrp or county 
wherein He was manumittedj without a certificate of hh 
freedom, flgned by two Juftice^ and coiniterfigned by the 
county Clerk under feal of tlie county Court* 

^ lam} pajjid Mo'Dsmhef the i'wenty'^xih, 17880 

Se«f!ion I5 Forfeits the veffelj appurtenances and caigdy 
if fitted out for the flave trade^ 

Seflion'II, Gives of fuch forfeiture^ ^ tolhe ftate and.|- 
to the profecutor^ 

Sedtion IH, Inflii^s a penally of fifty pounds on Hiai^e^s 
of vefTels, feamen or other perfons for attempting to refift^ 
when about to be feized iinder this !a%v. 

Seftion VI, Provides that no flave that has refided orie- 
year lafl: paft in the ftate, fhali be lemoved out with a defign 
thereby of changing his or her place of abode :f of full 

.ages without the confent of fuch flave, teftified ori private 
examination before a Jiifiice of the peace, and if mider the 

. age of twenty-one years confent asabovcfaidj together with 
the confent, alfo, of parents if fueh minor hatli anvj the 
Juiiice to make a record of fuch confent and give fuch flave 
a copy thereof, with the name, age, former place of abode;,, 
the reafoD of fuch removal and the name of the place ta 
which he or ihe is about to ge; and any peifbn removing 
€>j aiding, or abetting the removal of a ilave contrary to 




iVis adj fhall forfeit and pay twenty pounds for every fuch 
offence, half the penalty to ihe profecutor and half to the 
poor. Ba t this ad Js riot to be conftrued to hinder a made? 
or miHrefs who fhall remove to arid refide in another itate, 
from taking- his or lier flave or flaves with him or her, 

Se<S:ion V, Pwts negro and molatto flaves or free perfons 
on the fame footing with regard to trials and puniOiments, 
in all criminal cafes with white people. 

Se^lion VI, Obliges mafters and mittr^fTes, to teach all 
saegrd and molatto naves and fervants to read, while under 
the age of twenty-one years^ and for refufil or negled? iri- 
§i(5i:s a penalty of five pounds. 



^hftraBs of the exifihig Jaws of Fennfylvania* 

No perfb;; born in this ftate fince the ^r{i of March, i 78Q, 
fhall be confidered as a flave or f^rvant for life. 

Negro or molatto children born of flaves are to ferve till 
the; age of twenty-eight years, and to be entitled to fimilar 
treatment and freedoriis with white fervants. 

• Slaves not duly regiilered before the firft of Novemberp 
I ySoj or in cafe of ran-avvays or thofe employed abroad as 
feamen ^vithiri nve years after that date, are to be confidered 
as free— The maiiers to be liable to the Overfeerslaf the 
poor, where fuch negro 6r molatto ihall become chargablej 
nniefs regularly manumitted before the age of twenty- eight 
years. 

Trials of negroes and molattoes fhall be the fame as of 
other perfons — but the evidence of a flave lhali not be ad- 
mitted againll a freeman. 

When fentence of death is executed againfl a flavcj, the 
mailer fliall be indemnified for the lofs. 

Slaves brought into this flate from other ftates or nationSp : 
except the domePdc ilaves of Members of Congrefs, of fo 
reign Minrfters and Confuls, of perfons palTnig through or 
fojouming but not becoming reiidenrs; and feameo in veiiels 
not belonging to any inhabitant of this Rate 5 and (except 
in the cafe of Members of Congrefs, foreign Miniiiers and 
Confuls) not retained in the Itate more than fix months, ihall 
be deemed free — but no flielter or relief from this ad Ihall 
'be given to run-aways from flavery or fervitude. 
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■ No covenant of fervitude or apprenticefliip, fliall be valici 
for more than feven years, or if under twenty-one whei^ 
bqundj till the age of twenty-eight years. 

No negro or molatto ilave or fervant for a term of years 5 
ihaU be removed out of the ilate for the pnrpofe of chang- 
ing refidence or otherwife friiftrating the good intention of 
this law, without the confent, legally obtainedj of fuch fiave 
or, fervant: nor Ihall any perfon fell or difpofe pf any fuch 
flave or fervant to any perform out of the ilate-— penalty fe*? 
venry- five pounds. 

Children born of Haves, to be duly regiftered within iis 
STionths after birth— otherwife the mafter to lofe all right to 
the fervice of fuch children. 

No veffei ftall be fitted out from any port in this ftate, for 
the pnrpofe of carrying on a trade or traffic in flaves, under 
the penalty of - forfeiting laid yeifel; and every perfon con- 
cerned in thus fitting out, aiding or abetting, fhall pay a 
penalty bf one thouiatid pounds. 

Hufband and wife, parent and child, in a ftate of flayery . 
or fervitudft for a term of years, (hall not he feparated t-o a 
greater dillai^ce than ten miles, for the purpofe of changing 
the place of abode, without the confent of fuch hufband or 
wife legally obtained; or, in the cafe of a child, that it be 
above the age ot four years— -penalty fifty pounds, 

!• or kidnappings or by fraud, force or violences carrying 
away any negro or molatto out of this ilate, a penalty of one 
hundred pounds, and cpiifinement to hard labor fr©2B % 
to. twelve monthso 



By the e lifting laws of Maryland^ 

Slaves imported or brought into the ftate either for fale 
?)r to refide^ ceafe to be tiie property of the perfon import-' 
ing or bringing thern in and become frees except fuch per» 
ion be a citizen of the United Statess coming with a bona 
fide intention to rcfide and bring fuch perfons with him as 
his property^ on his removal or within a year after? fuch 
ilaves or their r/iother having been previouOy reiident for ■ 
iihre^ years m fome of the United StateSb 

4 
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A: citizen of this (late, owning land and flaves employed 
thereon ia an adjoinm|3j Rate, rctiy bring thcni in for liis own 
life but not for falej provided fuch flaves or their p-ncelior^j 
were refidqnr in fuch adjoining ftate before the twenty-firll 
pf April, i 7b3, and ■ a ii it of inch fla%'es be filed with the 
Clerk of the county within three months in the form pre- 
fcribed by law* This privilege is aifo granted to a citizen- 
of another {late ownirig land in this (late, to citizens of this, 
acquiring property in fiavcs in another Hate, and: to citii'.ens 
.of another ftate acquiring property , in thetn in this ilate.by 
marriage, bequeil, diuribution or as guardlansj who jxiay 
relpedively bring" in or carry out fucli flijives,. 

A negro or other flave carried out of the date by an 
executor, adminiilrator or guardian, may be brougiit in 
again by the owner or proprietor. 

No perfon can difpofe of flaves imported or brought in, 
ior their increafe, unlefs he fliall have been reiiderit in the 
ftate for three years preceding fuch lale, except by la{t will 
,and tefta^ient, or for the payment of bona iide debts, or ia 
cafe of inteilacy. , 

Citizens of France feeking an afylum iri this ftate and 
becoming refident therein, may hold their flaves; provided 
jhat thofe of a niafter of a family do not exceed hvej iindv 
thofe of a fmgle man three in number, and that a Hft of them 
be recorded with t|ie Clerk of the county; They arc not per> 
Knitted to feii them in the ftatCy and ii a greater number than 
the law permits are brought in, they inuit be re-ihipped , 
"i^ithin a year or they become free. 

Perfons brought into this ftate from any of the United' 
States, and bound to ferviqe for a term of years by thelav</s 
of the ftatelrpm which, they are brought, (haliferve no ion - 
ger, than fuch laws oblige them. 

Any perfon forcibly or fraudulently tranfporting or car- 
rying out of the (late or bringing therein any free negro or 
niolattOj knowing them to be free or entitled to freedom at 
a certain age, ahd felling them for life or for a longer term . 
than they are bound to ferve bylaw, forfeits eight hundred 
dollars for every fuch offence, and in ^afe of inability to pay^ 
is to be adjudged to labor on the public roads for a period 
aot exceeding Eve years. 

Healthy ilaves may be manumitted by writing under hand ' 
and feal, executed in prefence of two witnefles or by laft' v/ill \ 
and teftament, provided fuch flaves be under foriy-live year's 
of age and it be not in prejudice of creditors. Such manu- 
HiifTion muft be recordedj and a copy of the record is re., 
seived as good evidence. 
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No petitioni for freedom are to origmafce in tixe GeneFal 
Court, l;>ut muft be preferred in the Court of the, county 
where the petitioriei* refides>, and at the inibmce of ejcher 
party, a trialiby jur)'- may be had, upon whkh, either nay 
challenge peremptoriiy, twelve jarors: no appeal i^s iiiiovy- 
ed from the judgment of fuch Court? except oo matters q£ 
law. ' ■ ; ■■ ■ ■ ' ■ 

The attorney of any petitioner for freedom, is liable fot 
all cofts ia cafe of :;the difmifliil of the petition* iinlefs the 
Court under all the circumltances are of opimori that there 
were probable grounds? and no new petition can be prefer- 
red until the coils of a former are paid. ^ 

. Any perfon coincided of giving a pafs to a flave or le?- 
vant or affifting by advice or donation or loan the tranfport- . 
ing pf any fucfi flave orfervant, or by other unlaw-ful meatis 
depriving the owner o? their fervice, is to be fined not exceed^ 
ing two liimdred dollars. 

Stealing of negroes or other flaves is punifhed with death". 

A free negro giving of felling a certificate of his freedom 
to a flave in order that he may perfoliate tlie grantee of fuch 
certificate and thereby obtain his freedom, forfeits a fiira 
Rot exceexiisg three hundred dollars, and upon non-paymenc 
may be fold Tor a term not esceeding feven years. 

Free negroes are not permitted to give evidence againR* 
a white perfon nor in favor of a flave petitioning for freedom; 
■neither can they vote at eledions or be eleded or appointed 
to any office of profit or trafl, ' 

A dave |;iving falfe teftiraony againft another (lave flikH 
have one ear cut off on the day of convidion and receive 
tliirty-ninejafhes, and. on the following day fhaU have the 
other ear cut off and the lame number of lafties repeated. 

No perfbn is, to join, in marriage any negro or molatto' 
flave with a whire perfon under penalty of five thoiilknd 
pounds of tobacco. - ' 

Free negroes or molattoes intermarrying with whites are 
liable to become fiaves for life except molattoes born of 
\vhite women who become fervants for feven years= 

A white woman having a child by a negro or other 0?*ve 
becomes (if free) a fervant for feven yearsj and if a fervant 
is obiiged to ferve feven years after her prefent term ex- 
pires j the fafiie penalty is to be iunicled on a free negro 
having a child by a negro woman who is a flave^ on a mol- 
latto Woman having a ballard child by a flave^ on a free 

liegro 



( '55 ") 

£'egro wopan hayittg a baftard child by a white man arrd 
on a white mm begettrng a baiiard child oii a negro womah 
whether Ihe is a flave or free. 

The bapiifm of negroes or molattoes is declared not to 
give any light to freedeiii. 

Mailers permitting their ilaves to sro' about be"g[gihg may 
he held under recognizaiiQe by the county Courts; 

The owner of any negro or other flave wlio fliali fufFer 
fa ch (lave to keep horfes or to raife cattle or hogs as his 
I proper right, forfeits five hundred pounds of tobacco and 
fuch horfes, &c< are alfo forfeited. 

. A perlbn permitting his ilave to go at large or to hir^ 
himfelf, and the perfon hiring or contra<5ting with any fuch 
flave', forfeits iive pounds per month, except ten days Jxt 
harveft or in.cafe the flave is a p 

Any perfon entertaining a runaway fcryant 6r flave, for- 
feits five hundred pounds of tobacco for every twenty-four 
hours, and if a free negro or molatto harbours any fuch 
fervant or ilave he iforfeits one thoufand pounds of tobacco: 
;lf he be unable to pay, the Juftices may immediately 6rder 
fatisfafllon by fervitude or other wife. 

Negroes meeting together from home without licence 
from their owners or overfeers on the fabbath or other holy 
day may be ^''Kipped by the conftable not exceeding thirty- 
nine lafhes, and any negro of the owner of the place where 
fach meeting may be, refufing to affift the conftable fliall 
receive thirty-nine lafhes. Any perfon encouraging the 
meeting of ilaves except on lawful occafibnSi) forfeits one 
tlionfand pounds of tobacco. 

Any ftrange negro coming ^n a plantation not his riiafter'^s ^ 
and not on his matter's lawful occafionsj being ordered to 
go home and refufmg or delaying fo to do,, may be whipped 
oy order of the owner of fuch plantatioE not exceeding tisir- 
ty nine laOies. 

Slaves felling liquor or keeping entertainment at any 
snu^^er- ground 5 horfe-race, &c. without the order or per- 
Tiiiffion of their owners are liable to be punifiied at the difcre-t 
iiOTAof a juOiceof the peace not exceeding tweBty fcripes. 

A free negro or molatto living idle without any vifible 
ibeans of maintenances may be apprehended and obliged 
to give fecursty for his good behaviour in a fum not exceed- 
ing thirty dollars, and in default thereof^ may be ordered 
by the Juftice to leave the ftate within live days.^ and if he 
ilmll r^fufe to comply or iliall return witlnn ns nunths, ha 
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igfeay te, committers and, if he does not difcliafge the prif(3|l 
•fees within twenty days, may be fold by the SberiiF for a 
term not exceeding fix months. 

Negroes and other flaves running into the woods fpm 
their mafterij' fervice, an4 deftroying cattle? Sea upon refu-^ 
fal to furrender themfelves or raaking refiftance againClper- 
fons legally empoweredj may be killed and deftroyed. 

If any Have is killed in ieiifting any officer or other pqr« 
fon endeavouring to apprehend him fuch officer oi^ other per» 
fvn is itidemniStd from any pi'ofecution. 

A negro or other ilave ftf iking a white perfba is to have 
one of his ears cropt. 

It is la-^Hful for the Juftices of the county Cotrrtj to punifB: 
fiaves convi^led of going abroad in the night, or riding: 
hories in tlie clay time without leave, by cropping, branding 
in the cheek with the letter R. or otherwife, not extending^ 
to life or to render them unfit for laboui-o 

Any riave attempting or confpiring to raife anfinfurre<f^ioi2 
or to murder any perfon, or to commit a rape upon a white 
woman. Of to burn any dv^ellihg-houfe or out-houfe wherein 
there are perfons or goods, is punifhed with death without 
benefit of Clergy, unlefs the Judges, in their difcretioiip 
. think proper to iubftitute labor on the public foads for a pe^ 
riod not exceeding fourteen years. 

Any liegro or other ilavej, convicted by his own confeiflori 
orverdifSrof Jury jof pettit treafon, murder or firfon, is to 
have his right hand ciitofi^j to be hanged iii t!ie ufbal man» 
ner? to' have his head fevered from his bodyj the body di- 
vided into four quarters, and his head and quarters fet up in' 
the moft public places of the cotinty. 

The full value of an executed £la\''e is adjudged by the 
Court and- paid to the '6wner= ^ 

' A negro Or molatto, guilty of pilfering or other crime 
or mifdemearior, cognizable by the county Court, may upojs 
full proof before a Juftice.of the peace, be ordered to be 
whipped no^ exceeding forty la(hes. 

No negro or other flave is permitted to carry a gun or 
other olfenfive weapon from his mafter's land without- 
licesGgj- and- any one oiSending therein may be v/hipped» 
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. Ahjlracls of the laws of Virginia rejpe6ting Jlaveryo 

^ree negroes and molattoes are by the conftitution ex- 
cluded from the riglic of fuffragej and of confequence from 
office to Do 

All negioer or iriolattoeSj except fuch as are houfe keep- 
ers or refide upon the frontiers, are prohibited from keeping 
or carrying any gun, powder, ihot, club or other weapon^ 
offenfive or defenfiye. 

Lifting the hand in oppofition to a white peiibn in any 
cafe, except a %vanton alfault on th^e negro or molattpj is 
punifhable by whipping. 

negro or molatto can be a witnefs in any profecution 
or civil fuit in whick a white perfon is a party. 

Emancipated negroes may be fold to pay the debts of 
their former mafter, contrafted before their emancipationj 
and they may be hired out to fatisfy their taxes where no 
fafficient diftrefs can be had —their childien are to be bound 
out apprentice by the overfeers of the poor. 

Free negroes have all the advantages in capital cafes 
which white men are entitled to, except atrial by a Jury of 
their own completion: and a flave fuing for his freedom 
fli^ill have the fame privilege. 

Free negroes reading or employed to labour in any town 
muft be regiftered; the fame thing is required of fuch as go 
at large in any county. The penalty in both cafes is a line 
upon the perfon employing or harbouring them^ 'and im° 
prifonmentof the negro. 

The migration of free negroes or molattoes to this ftate 
prohibited, and thofe who do migrate to itj may be fent back 
to the place from whence they came. 

Any perfon having one-fourth negro blood in him is 
deemed a molatto. 

No diftinition made between negroes and molattoesj 
whether ilaves or freemen. 

Importation of ilaves either by land or water prohibited— 
Ilaves brought into the (late and kspt therein one whole year 
or fo long at different times as ihall amount to a ^^earj to 
be free—every perfon importing ilaves, fubjeft to a fine of 
two hundred dollars for each Have imported— the feller or 
buyer to pay a fine of one hundred dollars. 



Ho pei-foils to be ilavesj except fuch as were fo on the 
feventeenth of Odlober, 1785^ and the defcendants of the 
females of them. ; 

Any Jiiflice of the peace having notice of the importa- 
tion of any daves diredly or indiredly from zny part of 
Africa or the Weft-Indies^ to caufe focla Haves to lie appre» 
liend-d and tranfported out of the commonwealth. 

Slaves not to go abroad without leave in writing from 
their niafi:ers, and if they do, may be whipped-—any per- 
fon fuffering a flave to remain on his plantation for four 
bours together, or dealing with bim without leave in writ- 
ing fronm his mafter, is fubjed to a Sne— a run-away flave 
snay be apprehended and committed to jailj and if not 
claimed within thr^e months (being firfl advertifed,) he feall 
be hired out, having an iron collar firil put about his neck-~r- 
and if not claimed within a year, may be fold. 

Riots, routSj unlawful aflemblies, trefpafles and feditious 
fpeeches by flaves, are punifhable with ftripes at the difcre- 
tton' of a Juftjce of the peace. 

Tlie maiter of a flave permitting him to go at large and 
trade as a free man, is fubje<5l to a fine; and if h^ fufFers 
the flave to hire himfelf out, fuch flave may be fold, and 
twenty-five per cent, of the price be applied to the ufe of 
the county. 

Slaves not permitted to intermarry with any white perfons 
yet no puuifhment is annexed to the offence in the flave, nor 
is the marriage void; but the white perfon contracting tiie 
marriage and the Clergyman by whom it is celebrated, are 
liable to fine and imprifonment. 

Slaves not admitted to the benefit of tiial by Jury— Juf- 
tices of every county or corpoi'ation, conftituted Juftices of 
Oyer and Terminer for the trial of flaves charged with trea- 
ion or felony—requires five Juftices at leaft to conftitute a 
Court, and unaniii-ilty in the Court for his condemnation-— 
allowed council to be paid by bis ovv-ner— may objecl to the 
proceedings— thirty days allowed before execution, except 
in cafes of confpiracy, iniurrection or rebellion. 

To attempt the chaftity of a white woman forcibly? is 
punifhable by difmembeniriento 

When any peiibn conceives himfolf illegally detained as 
a fla-^-e, to make application to a Magiftrate or to the Court 
of the difiridt, county or corporation where he or {he may 
jefide and not elfcwhere— petition for freedom to recite naa- 
^erial facts, and the Court is to appoint council who ihail 
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report his opinloii thereon before procefs (hall iffue—penalty 
oa any perfon for sdvifingj aiding or affiftiag a negro in the 
recovery of bis freedom, in cafe he does not fucceed tiiereios 
one hundred dollars, and be farther liable to the mafter in 
an adion for damages. 

Widow's dower in Haves faved to her, although emanci- 
pated by the hufband's wiilj in cafe there is not property 
fufficient befides to amount to one-third part of his eftate-— 
where part of the flakes only are emancipated? the widpw^s 
part to be shaken out of thofe notfet free. 

Hufband cannot emancipate his Haves by will fo as to de- 
prive his widow of her dower therein, if his other eltate be 
not of value fufiicient to compenfate her for one-third part 
of the whole eftate* 

Selling of any free perfon for a flave? knowing fuch perfon 
to be free, puniihable with death* 



